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AFFAIRS IN AMERICA. 


In which the Arguments in favour of the Colonies, are 
placed in a new Point of View, and their Rights and - 
Privileges areinconteſtibly demonſtrated on con ſtitutional 
1 Principles, ſupported by unanſwerable Arguments drawn 
from their ancient original Charters, and the Circum- 
ſtances attending their firſt Settlement. Together with 
a ſerious and Wr of the Conſequences 
which muſt neceſſarily reſult from the Exerciſe of.coer- - 
cive Meaſures, to compel them to a Submiſſion to the late 
Acts of Parliament. 


; ALSO 
An Arryzxdix in Anſwer to a Pamphlet :ntituled, 
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$ the golonies yet continue the 
peculiar objects of your admi- 
niſtation, I have preſumed to ad- 
dreſs the following letter to your lord 
| ſhip.—If you have, on any late occaſion, 
declared that the colonies ſhould continue 
ſubject to parlimentary taxation; if you 
have appeared not only an advocate for, but 
principal agent in, a defign formed to co- 
erce the colonies; or iſ the ſum of your 
PO 2 has rather inflamed than 


B extinguiſhed 


11 


+ | 
extinguiſhed thoſe unhappy, thoſe unna- 
tural, diſſenſions ſo unneceſſarily generated, 


and ſo wantonly fomentedbetween his Ma- 


jeſty's Britiſh and American ſubjects; and if 
conſequences pregnant with national ruin, 
are juſtly apprehended, from your known 


diſpoſition towards the colonies, no longer 
oppoſed by the reſtraining influence of thoſe 


patriotic miniſters, who have lately reſigned 


the ſeals, your lordſhip will eaſily con- 
ceive not only the propriety but neceſſi- 


ty of the preſent letter; in which I ſhall 
 Inconteſtibly vindicate the rights, claimed by 


the colonies, on conſtitutional principles, and 


impartially expoſe the pernicious conſe- 


quences which muſt neceſſarily reſult from 
the 2 of your 8 meaſures. 


Longa oft i injuria longe 
2 Jed Tann ſequar ie rerum. 
Vis. 


The civil conſtitution of this kingdom 
by no means determines the connection 
which ought to be eſtabliſhed between the 
N country and her colonies, nor the 

„ -... -. ES 
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duties reciprocally incumbent on n esch or, 
Colonization from England, being unknown 


before the diſcovery of America, and whol- 
ly unprovided for by its original laws; nor 


can any precedent. or information, pertinent 


to the preſent ſubject, be.deduced from an- 
tient hiſtory, ſince the ſettlement of all our 


American colonies (Nova Scotia and Georgia 1 
excepted) was undertaken from motives, 
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and e. with circumſtances, perfectly | 
ſingular and diſſimilar to the views which 


influenced colonization in the more early 


| 


' 


ages of the world. The preſent diſpute 


therefore can only be determined, by con- 


ſidering what were generally underſtood to 


be the rights and privileges of the colonies 


at, and ſoon after, their ſettlement, as they 
appear from their moſt antient charters, and 


the ſeveral acts and declarations proceeding 


from the crown at that æra, together with 
the conduct of parliament on this ſubject, 
and obſerving how far they are conſonant 
to, or ſupported by, the laws of nature, and 
the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, 555 


Before I conſider the charters of the 


colonies, it will be convenient previouſly to 


B 2 | declare 


* 
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diblare, Wat k Hi" Who, which io one; 
who is acquainted with the hiſtory and 


policy of this kingdom, will ſeriouſly con- 


trovett, that the king, of this realm has, by 
his prerogative, a conſtitutional right to ali- 
enate all acquiſitions of territory, not pre- 
viouſly annexed to this kingdom, and eman- 


eipate any part of his ſubjects from their alle- 


giance to himſelf and (as a neceſſary conſe- 


quence) from the authority of parliament. 


This pretogative has been ſo exnitintly exer- 
ciſed by the crown, at almoſt every treaty of 
peace, and on a variety of other occaſions, 
from the ceſſion of Calais, to the ſales of 


_ Dunkirk, Tangier, &c. and from thence to the 


; preſent time, and with the invariable concur. 


rence of parliament, that any particular ex- 
amples or arguments, in ſupport of this poſi- 
tion, muſt be unneceſſary. In the exerciſe - 
of this undiſputed prerogative; the ſovereigns 


of this realm have granted to the colonies 
the charters and privileges which are the 


objects of their preſent contention, and by 


which they were rendered diſtinct ſtates, 


united in one common ſovereign. — The 


£ 
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moſt antient of their charters was granted by 
Queen Elizabeth, under the great ſeal of 


England, and confirmed by parliament in 
the year 1684, * by which the whole | 
country, called Virginia, was granted to Sit 
Walter Raleigh, his heirs and afligns, in the 
moſt ample manner, and in perpetual ſove- 
reignty, with full power of legiſlation, | | 
and eſtabliſhing a civil government in that 
country, which was to be united to the 
realm of England in perfect league and ami. 
ty, to be within the allegiance of the Engliſh 
crown, and held by homage and the pay- 
ment of one fifth of all gold and filver ore, 
Sir Walter Raleigh being diſcoutaged in his 
attempts for the ſettlement of Virginia, by 
the great expence anda variety of unſucceſſ- 
ful incidents, aſſigned the country to ſevera 
gentlemen Th merchants i in London, 9 77 
wich other aſſociates, obtained new charters, 
conveying to them all the rights, veſted 
in Sir Walter, before his attainder, with 
the ſame juriſdicctions, royalties, powers, pri- 
vileges, franchiſes, &c. \. 
The dener of this charter N be i in be 
3d Vol. of Salmon's Univerſal Dictionary. 
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The Second of theſe charters to 1 t= 
4. and company of Virginia, dated at 
Weſtminſter the 2 zd of March 1609, grants 

uri ce to * ordain, and eſtabliſh, 

« all manner of orders, laws, directions, 

* inſtructions, forms ind ceremonies of 
« government and magiſtracy, fit and ne- 
* ceflary for, and concerning the goyern- 
ment of, the faid colony and plantation, 
te and the ſeas adjacent, and the ſame to 
e abrogate, &c.” with an expreſs. covenant 
and grant for himſelf, his heirs, &c. to 
« and with the faid treaſurer and company, 
e their ſacceſſors, factors, and aſſigns, that 
„ they, and every. of them, ſhall be free 
*« from all taxes and impoſitions for ever, 
on upon any goods or merchandizes, at any 
* time or times hereafter, either upon impor- 
| e tation thither, or exportation from thence, 
| e into our realm of England, or into any 
| k E other of our realms or dominions.” | 


| _ theſe charters the colony of Vir- 
il ginia, after immenſe difficulties, which they 
| | overcame without the leaſt aſſiſtance from 
the Engliſh government, became ſo conſider- 
able, 
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able, that in 1621, a general aſſembly or ; - 
legiflative authority was / eſtabliſhed in "the | 


governor, council, and burgeſſes, he weE,t 
elected by the freeholders as their repre- 


ſentatives ; and this aſſembly has, from that 
æra, invariably exerciſed the power of legiſ- 


lation over the colony. King James, how- 
ever, by a proclamation, dated the 15th of 


July 1624, diſſolved the Virginia company, 


rendering the colony immediately dependant 
on the crown; a meaſure which raiſed very 
diſagreable apprehenfions in the mind of it's 
inhabitants. To quiet theſe, king Charles 
the firſt, on the demiſe of his father, iſſued 
a proclamation; which inſtead of the expect- 
ed effect, produced a remonſtrance to the 
throne from the inhabitants of Virginia, in 
which they freely expreſſed their apprehen- 
fions of deſigns againſt their rights and pri- 
vileges. To this the lords of privy council 


returned a letter, dated 22d of July 1634, 


containing the royal aſſurange, and affirma- 
tion that, All their eſtates, trade, freedom, 
** and privileges ſhould be enjoyed by them 
ee in as extenſive a manner as they enjoyed 
„them before the erat of the mg= $ 
I patent.“ 


— 
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4 patent,” When the parliament-+after- 
wards ſent a ſquadron to Virginia, the colo 
ny refuſed ſubmiſſion to their commiſſioners, 
until they granted them the following ca 


ditions, which ſerve to convey a juſt idea 
of the rights to which PO FOR: Wee 
themſelves intituled. vt ae 
Art. Iſt, The plantation of Virginia and [ 

all the inhabitants thereof, ſhall be and : 

remain in due ſubjection to the common- 

wealth of England, not as a conquered 
country, but as a country ſubmitting by 
their own voluntary act, and ſhall enjoy ſuch 
freedoms and privileges as belong to the 4 
free people of England. 


IId. The general aſſembly as "7 
ſhall convene and tranſact the affairs of the 


colony. 


IId. The people of Virginia ſhall have a 
free trade, as the people of England, to all 


places and all nations. 


_ "IF. Virginia ſhall be free from'all taxes, 
_ cuſtoms, and impoſitions whatſoever ; and 
* a none 


. wr 
none ſhall- be impoſed | upon-them without 
conſent of their general aſſembly; and that 
neither forts nor caſtles be erected or gar- 


"0p; man Wen their conſene. 


These ca obelug b by 8 
ment, the royal governor was removed, and 
three other governors ſucceſſively elected 
by the houſe of burgeſſes. But in January 
1659, Sir William Berkley, the king's go- 
vernor, was reſtored by the people who pra- 
claimed Charles the ſecond, king of — 
land, Scotland, France, Ireland, and Vir- 


ginia, ſometime * his reſtoration to the. 


crown of — 


The reign of Charles the Gabe was an 
zra by no means fayourable to the liberty ot 
his ſubjects; yet that monarch, when a per- 


manent revenue for the ſupport of civil go- 
vernment in Virginia was deemed neceſ- 


ſary, did not attempt to procure it by the . 
authority of parliament, but applied to the 
general aſſembly, and an act paſſed under 
the great ſeal, in which it was enacted 
1 rer the King's moſt excellent majeſty, by. 
Cc and 
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64 and with the S of the” general af⸗ 
ec « ſembly of the colony of Vutitia, Gee”? | 
By this act a duty of two th 1 | 
Ah upon all tobacco; one Gilling aid three 
pence per ton upon all thippir ng, &c. was 
granted to his tnajeſty for ever, as'a "Feveh 
for the ſupport of civil govetnment ; ; And is: | 
{ill paid by virtue of this act. Here, my lord, 
we have an early example of the general bt. 

ſemblies of the colonies Sranting 4 revenue 
agreeable to a requiſition from the crown. 
and this is the only ſource from which all 
ſupplies from them ſhould proceed. —By 
this act your lordſhip may ikewiſe learn to 
know, that the ſupreme aſſemblies of the 
colenies were not originally i in that ſubor- 
„ ordinate ſtate to whieh your favourite mea 
N ſures would reduce them, and that the ſo- 
i vereign himſelf thought it no difhonour to 
be named as a part of their legiſlative 

authority. At this time Spain ingroſ- 
| fing We! trade of her American colonies, 
the people of England, after her example, 
0 Without conſidering the difference between 
Wl: . | their own conſtitution and that” of Spain, 
l WY nor the differences . the privileges 
| which 
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which each 2 granted their colonies, 
claimed an excluſive trade with their Ame- 
rican plantations, and the act of the 25th < 
Charles II. and ſeveral ſubſequent ones — 
ſed for abridging their trade with foreign 
countries, and impoſing duties upon ſeveral 
branches of commerce between the colonies 
which were thought detrimental to the parent 
country, and which theſe duties were de- 
ſigned to diſcourage, like fines for the pre- 
vention of crimes, as the preambles to the 
acts themſelves demonſtrate, and not to raiſe 
a revenue to the crown by parliamentary 
authority. Vet even theſe were conſidered 
as grievances, and agents were ſent to Eng- 
land from the colony of Virginia, to remon- 
ſtrate againſt ** Taxes and impoſitions being 
laid on the colony, by any authority but 
« that of the — 2 | 


* * — 


This produced a n from king 
Charles the ſecond, under the privy ſeal, 
and dated the 19th of April 1676, aſſerting | 
that, Taxes ought. not to be laid upon the 
« inhabitants, and proprietors of the co- 
5 lony, but by the common conſent of the 

C 2 11 


= 12 of} 
<< general aſſembly ; except ſuch i pos. 
e ſions as the parliament ſhould lay on 
« the Commodities imported into England 
« from the colony“ And he then ordered 
4 charter to be iflued under the great foals 


for ſeeating this n to the nr. 


* my lord, 1 have cake. Po of 


idee, which are ſo many accumulated. 


proofs, that the colonies before the act of na- 
vigation, not only conſidered themſelves, but 
were conſidered by the king, parliament, and 
people of England, as free diſtinct ſtates, 
not depending on the parliament of this 
kingdom, though owing allegience. to its ſo- 
vereign, and intituled to a free unreſtrained 
trade to all nations, with a poſitive. exemp- 
tion from every 2 of taxation, by any 
authority but that of their own aſſemblies; 
and as countries inhabited by men, Who 
availing themſelves of their natural tights, 
had withdrawn themſelves from a ſubjec- 
tion to the Engliſh government, and retired 
thither, under expreſs ſtipulations from the 
crown, which became the ſacred conditi- 
ons of their ee. and ought to be 
preſerved 


L 
paeſerved inviolate. And "Re by the act 
of navigation, and ſeveral ſubſequent parlia- 
ment lations, the commerce of the 
colonieswith: foreign nations was circum- 
ſaribed,/-yet no precedent, can be produ- 
ed of any attempt made by parliament, to 
ewes their internal policy or legiſlati- 
n, or impoſe taxes upon them, from the 
5 of their ſettlement to the termination 


of the laſt war. Before that period, their 


I 


charters had been recognized by parliament . 


and confirmed fab filentia, and the colonies, 
by a long uninterrupted, enjoyment, and pre- 
ſeription, acquired an additional right to 
the privileges "origin ally granted by charter, 
which is alone ſufficient to render all their 
claims valid,. Denn to bon 590 of er 


kino 


kin dom. ; 
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Can your lordſhip f. think a any Wer W 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh the Jute which 
ſanctifies the pretenſions of the colonies? 
Did I not know you to be prejudiced on this 
ſubject, I would anſwer-for-you in the ne- 
gative; but as an opinion once adopted, is 


cis 1 with an 2 which pre- 


cludes 
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dude chgvittion, peci⸗ ally when an 
by intereſt: it may be proper to conſider = 
circumſtances” attending | the:- ſettlement o 
New England, the moſt antient of all — 
lonies, Virginia exeepted. Thoſe he firſt 
migrated to that Part f America, were 
men whoſe' piinicigles were repughant te 
that public exerciſe of religion ag A grecable to 
. the liturgy, form and ceremonies” of the 
) Eneland, and being by epiſco- 
pal intolerance deniad the freedom of non- 
conformity, they quitted the kingdom, and 
retired to Holland, to ſecure an aſylum from 
thoſe religious gtĩe vances which they ſuf- 
ſered under the laws, and juriſdiction of 
parliament, Holland, however, not only 
proved inconvenient to their ꝓrivate | cir« 
cumſtances, but the complaiſance of that 
ſtate to the government of England, rendered 
them unſafe i in the exerciſe of their religion, 
and king James the firft, having by let- 
ters patent under the great ſeal, bearing 
date at Weſtminſter, the 3d of N ovember, 
in the 18th year of tis + reign, eſtabliſhed a 
council at Plymouth in the county of De- 
von, for the * ruling, ordering, and 


Jager | oy governing 


N 
governing of New England i in America, and 
« and granted them the whole of that country, 


« with all its commadities, juriſdictions, roy- 


4 alties, privileges, franchiſes, &c. &.“ to be 
held of the crown, © in free and comman 


ww ſoccage, and not in capite or by nights, ſer- | 


« vice, by the payment of one fifth of all gold 


« and ſilver ore, to be had or obtained therein, 


ce for, and in reſpect of all, and all manner of 
0 duties, demands, and vic! to be done. 


« made or paid ” to the crown; which terito. 


ry being conſidered as. without the kingdom m of 
1. $0: and the extent of its laws, (as it 


appears to have ever ſince been, by the reſolu- 0 

tion of the lords of privy council, WhO have 
determined that the laws of Great Britain, mall 
not bind the colonies,” unleſs they are expreſft | 


named therein), they reſolved to tranſport and 


ſettle themſelves there, with the permiſſion of 


the council of Plymouth, and accordingly ap- 
plied to king James, through the mediation of 
Sir Robert Naunton, ſecretary of ſtate, for leave 
to retire thither, which having obtained, they 
became private adventurers, and without any 
expence to England, conveyed themſelves to 

the wilds of America, in queſt of that freedom 
which they were denied within the juriſdiction 
of parliament, avalling themſelves of a natural 


* . is notoriouſly inyeſted in every 


2 member 
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member of ſociety to abandon a diſagreeable 
or oppreflive government, and thereby recover 


his natural freedom and independance, and anni- 
hilate the Oy and JAE ws the 


| abandoned ſociety. = 


On their arrival in America, they landed in a 
part which they had no permiſſion to ſettle, and 


which they held from no European power, and 


therefore conſidered themſelves as perſons, who 
had reverted: to their natural freedom and inde- 


pendance, and thought it neceſſary, by a pub- 


lic act, (which was ſigned. byall the heads of fa- 


milies) to declare themſelves the ſubjects of their 


former ſovereign, and engage to obey ſuch laws 


4. they themſelves ſhould ena for their own govern- 
ment. This my lord, was the æra of their eman- 
1 cipation from, parliamentary authority, of which 
; your - lordſhip may acquaint Mr. Grenville, 
ſhould he hereafter repeat his queſtion on that 


ſubje&. This was the origin of the colony of 
New Plymouth, whoſe inhahitants firſt bargained 
for the ſoil with its natural proprietors and abori- 
ginal inhabitants, and afterwards purchaſed, from 


the council of Plymouth the intire right of the 


patentees, to that part of the country, and unit. 


ed themſelves into a new republic, governed by 


magiſtrates of their own appointment, agreeable 


_ tolawsenacted by themſelves, without dependance 
on or, protection from, their parent country. 


ag 


5 e 
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modern (+6 "aka: £ did. thoſe; induſtrious co- 
e loniſts find means to etect themſelves 
be into a republic, even though they held 


, their. poſſeſſions. under the ſanction of an 


In the third year of the reign” of Charles 


land; a caſe that is rare in hiſtory, and 


OY author of the univerſal 


51 original patent from the crown of Eng- : 


| 
1 
: 


0 can be effected only by that perſeve- 
. rance which ee be 2 


5 < ſpires,” $6 3 oh PRs 

5 by 8 of 4 years, in ubich 
the number of inhabitants bad been conſi- 
derably augmented by. ſubſequent migra- 
tions, the colony of Maſſechuſett's Bay was 
5 and the council of Plymouth, by 
dheir deed, indented under their common 


ſeal, and bearing date the 19th of March, 


the firſt, did grant to Sir Henry Roſwell, 
Sit John Young, &c. a conſiderable part 
of the territory now included within that 
province with all their rights, privileges, 


juriſdictions, immunities, &c. to be held 


"ps the crown, on the ſame conditions 


TEE) 


on which the council had received them, 
and this grant was the next year confirmed 
by letters patent from the king, under the 
great ſeal of England, with the addition of 
other tracts of land adjoining, to be held of 
the crown, in the ſame manner, and with 
the fame. privileges, with which they had 
been before granted to- the Plymouth coun- 
oil, by the — who were, by theſe 
letters patent, created a body politic, and 
corporate, by the name of the governor 
and company of Maſſechuſett s Bay in New 
England, and formed into a civil govern- 
ment, all the members of which, both le- 
giſlative and executive, were to be elected 
by the people, and when ſo elected, were 
aufhorized to make; ordain, and eſtabliſh; 
all manner of wholeſome and reaſonable 
« laws, ftatutes, and ordinances,” cc. to 
which the rayal aſſent was not neceſſary, and 
Which the king had not a right to repeal; 
and to enforce abedience to theſe las by 
| Penalties and pains, extending to the loſs of 
limbs and life, to pardon crimes, coin mo- 
ney, &c. &c. and every other privilege re- 
* to conſtitute a free diſtinct * | 
is 


BIN 


This 8 was . e I by 
a judgment given in the court of Chancery 
at Weſtminſter, in the term of the Holy 
Trinity, in the thirty ſixth year of the reign 
of Charles the ſecond, upon a writ of ſeire- 
Jacias; and the colony remained for ſeveral 
years without a charter, till near the revo- 
lution they impriſoned: Sir Edmond An- 
dtos, king James's governor, and proclaim - 
ed the prince of Orange ſome time before 
his arrival in England, reſuming the privi- 
leges of their former charter, which would 
have been afterwards reſtored, had not king 
William been diſguſted: by a remonſtrance 
ſtom Mr. Mather, the eotony agent, againſt 
nme af 5 


8 | Hereupon'a net Chacver paſſe n 1 
ſeal, in the third year of William and Mary, 
in which their former rights were reſtored, 
with this exception, that the appointment of 
their governor, lieutenant-governor, and ſe- 
cretary, was reſerved to the crown, with a 
right to repeal their laws within the term 


D 2 of 
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of three years. By this charter, 
impoſing and levying, © e and 
«« realoralile: aſſeſſments, rates and Ares. 


| e upon the eſtates and pecſons of all and 


every the proprietors and inh 


* of the ſaid province,. dor bie meienr 


* ſervice, in the neceſſary de and a 
10 port of his government, of his ſaid pro- 
<< vince, and the preſervation RPE 
ee tion of the inhabitants there, is ſalely 
and exprefily lodged in the repreſontatives 
of the — 3 in ge 
2 „ rh! 
2 i A2 x16 4444 2 
Wich ies. . zn en Amen 
parliament exerciſes this power, or with 
what juſtice can che inhabitants of that Ns 
vince be ſubjected to double legiſlatior 
—_— tuxations —_ x che ſupport of their 
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1 Ad | Rhode Iland- govern- 


ments, though ſettled ſoon after the colony of 
Młaſſechuſet's Bay, and upon the fame prin- 


ciples, and from the fame religious griev- 
— e ances, 


24 21 1 | 
ances, had no charters until the 14th yea? 


of Charles the ſecond,” arid during all that 


tong ſpace of time, were divided" into ſe- 
veral commonwealths, governed by their 


own laws, and defended only by themſelves 
| was with the | 


ſecond, contained all the: — — con- 
ferred by the ancient charter of Charles 
the firſt,. to the governor and y of 
 Maſſechuſet's Bay; privileges like cheſe of 
all the other colonies, in every feſpect in- 
d u r with ee n. 


By theſe ele contlltie 10 this | 
time, to elect their own governors, and every 
other civil and military officer; and to make 
all their own laws which are not repealable 
Whit crown or any NE - 


The priviable to qho-chaner of Coed. 
cut, expreſily declares, that the © ovlony, or 
« theogreateſt part thereof, was ren iaged 
and obtained 2 great and valuable con- 
. ——— and the other part thereef 


ks gained 


850 


gained by conq ueſt, with * h diene. 
. and at the only endeavours, expence, and 
« ey af. the ann and a aſls- 


2 Clatos; str fe 12 7 9 Lor 
_— 


t a «2 Gren 5 
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This 1 was 8 3 "of the ..colo- 
nies in general, Who were abandoned to 
their own fate, till their ſucceſsful induſtry, 
and increaſe, ab objects worthy 

of —— Ii; bouisindo bro) 
reno. nenn a d bow? 

1 call not detain your lordchip with A 
1 account of the charters of the 


other colonies, which is unneceſſary aan 
their conformity to theſe already menti 


oned: There are ſome things, — 


in the charter of Maryland, whieh merit 
particular attention. This charter Was 
granted by Charles — firſt; oni the a 8h 
of June, in the eighth year of hisggeign, 
to Cæcilius, baron of Baltimore, conveying | 
to him, his heirs, &c. the ſovereignty, ju- 

 riſdiction, . commodities, Kc. of the province 
of Maryland, © ſaving only the faith, and 
„ allegiance, and ſovereign dominion due 
« to the crown,” to be holden (like all the 
other colonies) of the kings of England as 


6 of 


te} 


of their- caſtle! of Windſor} * in free" and 
an commmort ſocbage; by fealty only, “ pay- 
ing onby two Indian arrows annually, with 
a fifth part of all gold and ſilver ore, and 
granting to the ſaid lord Baltimore, &c. 
. free; full, and abſolute” power, for the 


« good and happy government of the ſaid 


country, to ordain, make, enact, and, 
e under his, or heit ſeal, to publiſh any 
e laws whatſoever, appertaining either to 
« the public ſtate of the ſaid province, 


or unto the private utility of particular 


<< perſons, according to their beſt diſcreti- 
„ ons, by and with the advice and aſſent of 
te the freemen of the ſaid province, &c.“ 
with power to take away members or life, 
pardon crimes, coin money, confer titles, dig- 
nities, &c. together v with the followingcovenant 
which 1 ſhall tranſcribe for your lordſhip's 
peruſal.” And further our pleaſure i is, and 
© by theſe preſents, for us, our bir and 
10 ſueceſſors, we do covenant and grant, to, 
WW and with, the ſaid now lord Baltimore, 


4 his Heir and aſſigns, that we, our heirs, 


and ſucceſſors, ' ſhall at no time hereafter, \ 
5 ſet or make, © or cauſe to be . any im- 


- 


—— —ä 


| 


e polition, 


—_— — . —_—  — — — — 
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e poſition, cuſtom, or other taxation, rate, or 
44 contribution whatſoever, in and upon the 
| > dwellers and inhabitants of the aforeſaid 
We province, for their lands, tenements, g goods 
« or chattles, within the. fad” province; 
* or to be laden or unladen, within the 
ports or harbours of the Gd province 3 
% and our pleaſure is, and for us, our 
t heirs, and ſucceſſors: We en and 
“ command, that this our declaration, ſhall 
*© be henceforward, from time to time, 
* received and allowed in all our courts, 
* and before all the judges of us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, for a ſufficient and lawful 
« diſcharge, payment, and acquittance; 
kay commanding all and fingular our officers, 
ec and miniſters, of us, our heirs, and ſuc- 

* cefſors, and injoining them upon pain of 
« our high diſpleaſure, that they do not 
e preſume at any time to attempt any thing 
to the contrary of the premiſes, or in 
any ſort withſtand the ſame.” Can your 
_ lordſhip read this without acknowledging 
the juſtice of the claims exhibited by the 
colonies, and without ſurprize, that any of 
his majeſty's ſervants ſhould preſumptuouſly 
rig; 0 e expols 
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expoſe themſelves to their maſter's high dif- 
pleaſure, with which every miniſter i is ex- 


preſſly threatened, who in any manner at- 


f 


the charters of ſome of the colonies do not 
contain expreſs clauſes of exemption from 
foreign taxation equally poſiti itive, their 


omiſſion can only be attributed to a perſua- 
ſion of their inutility, and not to any re- 
gard to future claims on the colonies ; ſince 
every tranſaction and circumſtance, relative 
to this ſubject, conſpires to proye that no 
idea of ſubjecting them to parliamentary 


taxation was then formed, nor during a 
long leries of ſucceeding years, in which | 


this kingdom ſaw itſelf governed by corrupt 


parliaments, and factious miniſters and ac- 


tually ſuffered a N 


4 - 
* Li 
: . Sa 
” of 


"\FL3 


when the Britiſh miniſtry, embarraſſed by 
the arrears of the civil liſt, (unable any longer 
to provide for the purpoſes of venality 


ad compte) and tired with «oh reite 


4 * 2 4 # : 4 rated 
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tempts the taratlon of this province; and if 


1 
rated importunities of their dependants, 
(for whom no adequate proviſions could 
be made, as the advantage ariſing from 
the diſpoſal of places, was already antici- 
pated, by reverſionary grants of all the 
moſt lucrative fine cures, in the kingdom ;) 
firſt formed the deſign of raiſing a revenue 
from the colonies; and as the then prime 
miniſter was perfectly verſed in all the arts 
neceſſary for ſecuring a parliamentary majo- 
rity he thought it moſt eligible for obvious 
reaſons to inveſt the Britiſh parliament with 
a new right of granting to his majeſty the 
property of his American ſubjects, inſtead 
of requiring aid from their general aſſem- 
blies, agreeable to the conſtitutional Line M 
of every preceding adminiſtration. 


The parliament, flattered with the iel F 
of an increaſe of power, accepted the right 
' with which the miniſtry, from corrupt views, 
had complimented them, though an actual | 
innovation till then unclaimed, and I believe 
unthought of. To render their pretenſions 
to this right the more plauſible, the mininſter 


— 


[ 27 ] 

artfully endeayoured, to confound. the .ori- 

Zinal diſtinctions which the colonies deriyed 
Lad their charters; and contract them 
within the limits of this kingdom, and con- 
ſequently within the extent of parliamentary 
juriſdiction, by denying the validity of their 
feveral charters ; thereby inſulting. the roy- 

al prerogative, by which they had been 
cConſtitutionally granted, and trampling un- 
der foot the natural rights of his majeſty s 
American ſubjects; forgetting that the grant, 
and charters from the crown, by which the 
commons of this kingdom enjoy an exclu- 
ſive right of taxing their conſtituents, - were 
confirmed by the ſame ſovereign prerogative 
which granted the charters and privileges of 
the colonies; which of conſequence ought 
to be eſteemed as facred as our great char. 
ter of liberty; forge tting alſo that theſe 
privileges are veſted in the commons of this 
kingdom, to enable them to protect the 
property of their conſtituents, not to uſurp 
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Had the commons tended. to theſs os 
vious particulars, they would neither have 
diſputed a prerogative, which ſupports their 
own political exiſtence, nor uſurped that 
authority which by the ſame prerogative 


is conſtitutionally 1481 in the aſſemblies 


of our colonies. But, inftead of attending 
to theſe cogent reaſons, they paſſed the late 
ſtamp- act for granting his majeſty a revenue 
from the colonies, whilſt they, and their 
conſtituents, were exempt from contribu- 


| ting to the donation, thereby reducing the 


king's American ſubjects to actual ſlavery, 


agrecable to the idea invariably entertained 
of that odionus ſtate. | 


| Alarming as this attempt on their natural 
and conſtitutional rights ought to have been, 


its evils were aggravated by preceding grie- 


vances; they were then involved in heavy 
debts incurred for the ſupport of the late 


War, and which they were the leſs able to 


diſcharge, by a diminution in the value of 
their land, conſequent to the acquiſition of 


new territory, 2 50 to his majeſty by the 


* late 


[29] 
late peace; an aquiſition, of which their 
troops had been denied a ſhare, with the 
reſt of the king's forces ſerving i in America; / 
though encouraged to expect it by his late 
majeſty's proclamation ; ; but neither _ 
inſult of theſe injuriqus diſtinctions, 
the oppreſſion of their debts were gi 
only grievancies: they were particularly 
_ embarraſſed, by the commercial regulations 
of this kingdom, and, in ſeveral particu- 
lars, excluded from manufacturing the pro- 
duce of their own lands for their own uſe; 


- tight entailed on all n oY an eler- 
nal law of nature. 


81 


As members of a Pokey empire, 1 4 
under one ſovereign, they had tacitly ſub- 
mitted to the ſuperintending authority of the 
Britiſh parliament, in making laws ito, re- 
gulate the commercial intercourſe and con- 

nection of the whole, though they had found 
| their regulations in ſeveral inſtances partial 
and calcutated more for the particular emolu- 
ment of this kingdom than the mutual 
advantage of the whole empire; to theſe, 
IO however, they 11 made no reſiſtance 


from 
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from their natural repugnance to a conten- 
| tion with their parent country, and Mill 
continue to acknowledge our claims over 
their commerce, though I am fully con 
vinced they can be ſupported on no other 

. reaſonable foundation than the conceſſions 
made by the colonies; conceſſions from 
| which they have ſuffered a variety of com- 

' mercial embarraſſments, particularly by acts 
of parliament againſt their making ſteel or 
erecting ſteel furnaces, and againſt plating 
and flitting mills, &c, for manufacturing 
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1 iron (the produce of their own country) for 
W their own uſes, By our reſtraints on hatters, 
5 | and the exportation of hats, and on their 
1 logwood trade; as alſo by a prohibition | 

wh * againſt tranſporting wool or woollen manu- 

1H factures from one colony to another, and 
bf likewiſe by reducing them to the neceſſity 


; "= 3 | 
5 of purchaſing our European and India goods 
* : 


at a price greater, by thirty or forty per 
cent. than that at which they are ſold in 
Holland. To theſe let me add, as the effects 
of Grenvillian meaſures (ever abſurd and 
ultimately ruinous to this kingdom) the op- 


2 preſſive 


1 


| Treflive embarraſſments laid on the trade of 


the colonies to Spain and Portgual, by 
which they were compelled to undertake 
expenſive unneceſſary voyages from thoſe 
countries to England, for the purpoſt of 


landing their commodities, paying du- 


ties, and afterwards reſhipping them for 


America; and alſo the reſtraints on their 
fiſhery, together with thoſe regulations 


which eventually effected the intire loſs of 


that commerce with the Spaniſh ſettlements 
in America, which had proved a fruitful 
ſource of wealth to the colonies, and fur- 
niſhed them with large quantities of filver, 
which was conſtantly paid to this kingdom 


in return for our manufactures; a los 
aggravated by an act of the 


which was ſoon 
Britiſh parliament, for prohibiting the im- 
portation of foreign rum into the colonies, 
and impoſing duties on foreign ſugar, mo- 


laſes, &c. An act carried through both 


Houſes of parliament, at the inſtance of the 
Weſt India planters, by minifterial influ- 
ence, as a reward for their ſeryices in voting 
adequate a Peace which, diſintereſted poſ- 
| "I terita 


I 
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terity will ——By this a& the trade to the | 
French, Dutch, and Daniſh: ſettlements in 
the Weſt Indies, and which had | afforded 
the northern colonies an advantageous mart 
for their bulky commodities (the profits of 
which ultimately centered in England) was 

ruined, dl] . 


In this: importeridhed; fitaation, „ ſtruggling 
under theſe accumulated grievances, they 
were alarmed by the late ſtamp act, which 
threatened the intire ſubverſion of their free- 
dom. Had our miniſters proceeded by more 
cautious and gradual advances towards the 
object of their views, they would doubtleſs 
have ſucceeded in exterminating American 
liberty; through the unſuſpecting confi- 
dence which the colonies repoſed in the 
equity and moderation of their parent coun- 
try, and their natural affection to this king- 
dom, ſo repugnant to a contention with its 
parliament. But ſtamp duties were till then 
unknown in America, and were granted by 
men over whom they had no conſtitutional 
influence and . their expreſs remon- 


8 | ſtrances, 


[ 33 q; 3 
ſtrances. They conſidered that the legiſlative 
authority of this kingdom originally conſiſted 
of an aſſemblage of alf Hi were to de go- 
verned by the laws, made by this authority, 
and that moet the inconveniences reſulting 
from the general attendance of all the peo- 
ple, had introduced the election of dele- 
gate, whilſt the king and lords, being 
fewer in number, continued to aſſemble 
| perlonally, yet the conſtitutions and nature 
of Parliament (i (in which the colonies had 
not one delegate) was in no” reſpect alter- - 
ed: they could" not believe, therefore, that 
the repreſentatives of the inhabitants of this 
kingdom, could juſtly. controul the proper- 
ty of three millions of people in America, 
born to the ſame rights as themſelves: they 
confidered that to obey laws made Without 
the aſſent of the gove rned was the peculiar, * \ 
the miſerable charaQeriftic of flaves, and that 
they muſt neceſſarily be of che number of 
_ thoſe unhappy wretches, if they obeyed, an 
act of parliament violating the expreſs privi- 
leges of their charters, and eſtabliſhing a pre- 
cedent for the unlimetted uſurpation of their 


their * againſt their conſent. In theſe 
; i circumſtances 
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| circumſtances they perceined. the neceſſity, of 
g. 3, and their oppoſition, though lan- 
guid at firſt, ſoon. became BORE, Ds and 


| 8 5 8 Ae i 19 Ag ds DU 1 BEE. 


. 
Pigs oa ron ele 


2 0 Biggs Robgeu⸗ eiche I enen 


The firmneſs 3 unanimity of their re- 
1 cooperating: with the happy change 
of adminiſtration, procured the repeal of 
«that unconſtitutional act. Thus the teme- 
. rity. and precipitation of Mr. Grenville, 
ö | (though his intentions were the moſt unfa- 
Wn  - .,vourable tothe colonies) have produced ef- 
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i 6 7 fects that, muſt ultimately eſtabliſh... that 
4 i freedom which a leſs audacious miniſ- 
11M ter might have ſcucceſsfully invaded 3 but 

that this repeal might not invalidate the 


right claimed by parliament over the colo- 

nies, it was preceded by an act aſſerting, 
that the Britiſh parliament, has a right to 
make laws in all caſes binding on the colo- 
nies; and the extent of this aſſertion was, 
the next ſeſſions, declared by =o: 
poſing duties on paper, glaſs, &c. im- 
E into the colonies. In this ſecond 
attempt 


L350 
| attempt for taxirig Amierica, the manner 
Was, indeed ſomewhat varied, without al- 
leviating the grievance; - it was ſtill an at- 
tempt to uſurp their property againſt their 
conſent, and ungenerouſly exclude them 
from the enjoyment of thoſe privileges of 
which we ourſelves are ſo tenacious. The 
commons of this kingdom again forgot that 
the end of their political exiſtence was to 
fecure the rights of Britons, not uſurp thoſe 
öf Americans; and again attempted to render 
the colonies not only ſubjects to his majeſty, 
but to the king's Britiſh ſubjects, and to ex- 
erciſe over them an authority as deſpotic as 
that of the * —— monarch in Eu- 


| "_— | 


i * had ; with . obſerved the grati- 

tude with which the colonies received the 
repeal of the ſtamp act, and their impa- | 

tience to obliterate every thought injurious 
to their parent country; and was ſenſibly 
. grieved that they were no longer permitted to 
continue in that happy diſpoſition ; and that 


theis a and er of our _ | 
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( 36 ] 
their freedom were ſo ſoon. revived by this 
ſecond attempt to raiſe a revenue from them 
by parliamentary authority: a revenue which 
became particularly grievous from the mode 
of its application; being deſtined not only to 
ſapport a number of ne and oppreſſive of · 
ficers, (who have ſince inſulted them with 
all the inſolence of delegated power, and its 
attendant pomp, rendered more odious by 
the poignant reflection, that it is all maintain 
ed by the property cruelly: exterted from the 
vitals of an impoveriſhed people) but alſo 
to deſttoy the juſt and conſtitutional influ- 
ence of their general aſſemblies, by furniſhing, 
large falaries to their governors;: judges, and 
other executive officers (who are ſuch only 
during the king's pleaſure) thereby rendering 
them, as well as the defence of the country, 
independant on the people, and endangering 
their ſecurity by ſubjecting them, both in 
life and property, to an arbritrary I 
which they have neither delegated nor 
entruſted to thoſe by whom it is exer- 
ciſed; and this, my lord, in actual viola- 
tion of the privileges not only of their 
on charters but of. the Magna Charta 
of this kingdom, which in the preſent 
circumſtances 
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vr poſitively exempt che colonies! 
from þ arhamentary taxation. —Taxation and 
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1 htation are "inſeparably. connected by 
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n unab ropable | law of nature: a hw coxyal 


th” the caries ee and which- 
| by our Bt, 4 I 0 Eliberty, has been Ons 

firmed fo all Bi n fybjeds, 1⁰ that if we 
could "ly e 902 ſeveral provincial; 
charters, aps confound. their inhabitants with: 
the Tabjects 8 of f his L ngdom, Fatliamentaty : 
taxation ould - of 1 be. unconſtitutional, | 
unlets they injoyed a an n actual repreſentation; . 
Which to pretend at ; preſent, is an abſu, uty 
too zrols to delerye a A ſerious refttation 3 and. | 
yet your Tordfhip! s advocates ate frequently 
guilty of 1 this ablurdity, which may be fats. A 
ceny expoſed, by conſidering the origin 
of the Engl conflitution, introduced by 


1.394 


our. Saxon auxiljaries, who after fibcuing | 
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viduals, ir in Rroporigh, to "their rank in the | 
nation ; 5 and every freeman who by i" 
TY became a e WAs then 1 | 
member . of their Wi ten Gemtr ot para- | | 
ment z © commerce had not then introduced ; l 
opulence ;* and our trading companies; Wim 
"at. Valt accumulation of wealth; the pub- 
* lic 


not only denied a ſhare in its legiſlatiom, 
but ſubjected to taxation by an aſſemblyy in 


1381 FE 
lic lic funds, had no exiſtence. At chat a 


lands were the only property which cuhld 


be conſidered as à local attachment i the 
oſleſſor, and all who had no ſhare incthis; 
ecies of property were juſtij exch¹ẽ, 
foe a ſeat in "the national affemblye The 
inconveniencies refulting fm the'perſonal 
attendance of every individual, introduced 
the election of delegates of repreſentati ( 


Ives: 
The preciſe æra of chis introduction, hiſtory 
does bor determine it bowever appears | 
from ſtatute 1ſt Hen. v. Ch. iſt. That 
every frecholder however ſmall his freehold, 
had then à right to vote for repreſentatives 
for the county in which he was: refident;-at 
the date of the writ for election; a 
which was afterwards by ſtatute viii. Hen. vi 

ch. 7. torn from the propietors of frecholds, 
not yielding an annual profit of forty- mill 


ings, who from the ſmallneſs of their prg- 


perty , were confounded with thoſe ] 


were conſidered as having no local r pei- 


= 


manent attachment to the Kingdom, and 


which ds had no 3 „ and con- 
ſequently 


_ 


T 3 
luable rights of Engliſhmen ; as are all the 
ſtockholders, many of the merchants and 
perſons of extenſive property, together with 
the greateſt part of the inhabitants of this 
kingdom; and pity it is, that this defect in 
our —_ conſtitution was not remedied, : 


; Wen he great charter of Engliſh liberty 
was granted by king John, local property 
was the only object of taxation, and as 
all Who had frecholds, (however ſmall) 
were then intituled to vote at elections, 
conſequently none were taxed hut by their 
_ own: repreſentatives 2 Impoſfitions however 


| having been ſince extended to a variety of 


other articles, affecting equally thoſe who 
have, and have not freeholds, innovations 
have been produced, repugnant to the ori- 
ginal purity of gur conſtitution, which in+ 
tended that property, the fruit of lawful 
induſtry, ſhould never be taken from the 
poſſeſſor, without his conſent ; But the pre- 
ent deviations from this equitable intention, 
ought to be canfidered,. as grievances de- 
3 redreſs, rather than precedents, to 
authorize 


141 | 
authorize an nen of Ne to the 
| anne. 1 12 e 


1 thing od will e my ary 
that the inhabitants of this kingdom, who 
do not actually vote for members of parlia+ 
ment, are not duly repreſented, but yet they 
owe obedience to our laws, from the bene- 
fit and protection they receive from them, 
and the non-exerciſe of that right, which is 
veſted in every individual, to withdraw from 
a ſociety whoſe laws are not equitable or 
conſiſtent with his intereſt; they are how= 


ever ſecured from unreaſonable im poſitions, 

1488 | | becauſe the members af the houſe of com- 
| in mons, cannot tax them, without involving 
1 | themſelves and conſtituents in the taxation; 
| | j but the ſituation of the colonies is very diſ- 
il ſimilar ; as they have no ſuch ſecurity, and 
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beſides, have availed themſelves of their 
natural right, and retired to a diſtant, ung 
cultivated country, becoming ſeparate ſtates, 
with diſtin& charters and privileges; to this 
Jet me add, that by the conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, every; individual Ba of a 


freehold; 


fat 


freehold, def the yearly volue of — 
ings, has a right to an actual vote n 
preſentatives in parliament; and though | 
there are ſeveral Hundred thouſands of ſuch 
freetiolders in the colonies, yet not er | 
z0n$; this, my Jord, is a fac; 

which alone demonſtrates that tlie colonies 
are nat repreſented” in parliament, agreeabls 
even to the preſent partial mode of reproſens = 
tation; and inconteſtibly expoſes the fallacy 
and abſurdity of the arguments urged to the 
contrary by your lordſhip's reg and 


ſafficiently ' proves that the extenſion of 
taxation” to the "colonies, is ' doubly unzuſt, 
ds an infringement not only of their own 
charters, but of ours; and I cannot but 
think, that every man, however elevated 
his ſituation, who adviſe caercive meaſurcs, 
to extort money from them, in an yacon» 
ſtitutional manner, is influenced by principles 
as iniquitous as thoſe which actuate the 
robber. I need not therefore explain my 
opinion of the miniſtet, who could wanton- 


ty order, troops to B—n, to enforce à ſub- 
_ miſſion io his meaſures. 


3 
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There are ſome who, though conſcious that 
taxing the colonies is repugnant to the prin- 
ciples.of our conſtitution, yet attempt to juſ- 
tify it from a pretended fitneſs and rectitude 
in the meaſure, and an imaginary juſtice and 
neceſſity in compelling the colonies to con- 
tribute to the ſupport of government, and 
repay to this kingdom the charges of defence 


and protection. Theſe however are but | 
poor pretences: their governments are main- 
tained at their own expence, and they owe 
us 5 nothin g on _ ſcore oo . : 


al the fabjects of a prince, N 
dif-upited into various ſtates, are equally 


expoſed to hoſtilities from an enemy, 
whenever war is declared againſt their 
common ſovereign ; from which it becomes 
2 duty reciprocally incumbent'on all, to af- 
ford each other mutual aid and protection; ; 
without charging any thing to the particu- 
lar ſtate againſt which the operations of 
the enemy are principally directed. Upon 
theſe equitable principles, the colonies 
have ever regulated their conduct — 
all * wars in which they have been 


engaged 
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engaged by this Kingdom; had their orightt : 
from views intirely Britiſh ; yet in every 
one of theſe, our then ban colonies, con- 


tributed their utmoſt afliftance : their aux- 
illaries invariably co-operated with our oe 
in all the expeditons againſt Canada, at the | 
attack on Carthagena, and every other ope- 
ration of importance in America: in the 
war preceding the laſt, they, at their own 


motion, undertook, and, executed the con- 
queſt of Lair: and thereby gave peace 


to Europe, as that fingle acquiſition was, at 


the enſuing treaty, conſidered as an equivalent 
for all the conqueſts made by our enemies, 
and afterwards reſtored to France, for the re- 4 


covery of poſſeſſions in which cee had 


not the moſt diſtant intereſt. Their aſſemblies, | 


however impoſed no taxes on Great- Britain, 


to recover the expence of this conqueſt * 
though as diſtinct ſtates, ſuch a meaſure 
would in no reſpect have been more abſurd, 
than our pretence of taxing them, to re- 
gain the expener of our militaty operations < 


in America during the laſt war; a war which 


is the burthen of miniſterial declamation, . | 
though the miſconduct of the colonies in 


no reſpect contributed to engage us therein: 
G 2 they 
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they continued in peace with all their neigh» 


bours, tillthe French erected forts in his ma- 
jeſty's uncultivated territories in America, in 
which Great- Britain, was as much intereſted 
as the colonies : to repel theſe encroachments, 


no declaration of war was neceſſary; and 
this the colonies ' undertook, by direction 


from his majeſty, near two years before any 
ſuch declaration was publiſhed ; and if Great- 


Britain choſe afterwards to enter into a 


general war with France, are the colonies 
to be charged with the enormous expence 


of that meaſure? We indeed ſent troops 


to America to oppoſe thoſe of France on 
that continent; but can that afford a reaſon- 
able pretence for raiſing unconſtitutional 
claims on the colonies ? Had the French 


landed in Cornwall, and all the force of 


this kingdom been employed againſt them 
there, ſhould we have expected that ſingle 
county to have reimburſed the expence ? 
Would it haye -been more advantageous to 
Great-Britain, to have engaged the French 
in Germany, than in America, where our 


| operations were aſſiſted by the colonies, or 


to have expended our treaſure in a foreign 
country 
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country, rather than amongſt our American 
ſubjects, by whom it was immediately re- 
paid to this kingdom, for our manufactures ? 
Surely your lordſhip muſt acknowledge that 
the partial diverſion of the war from Ger- 
many to America was advantageous to this 
kingdom, and a meaſtire- which cannot: 
afford the leaſt pretence for taxing the 
colonies, eſpecially as our troops were ſent 
thither not ſo much for protecting the in- 
habitants as for extending our n to 
that country. 


The defence afforded the colonind has * 
either ignorantly or wickedly aggravated, to 
inflame the minds of Britons, and juſtify 
our uſurpations on the rights of America. 
It is however notorious, that except Nova 
Scotia and Georgia (brats generated by mi- 
niſterial favour) not one of the colonies re- 
ceived the leaſt aid from our government 
in their ſettlement; and as for protection 
we never offered it to them in their infancy ; 
and of later years they have neither wanted 
nor received any, except ſuch as the king's 


| RAY has afforded- their trade, (in common 
with 


* N = 


[ 46 } 
with that of Portugal, &c.) the advantages 
of which have infinitely exceeded all the 
expence this kingdom ever has, or ever can. 
incur, on that account: but was the caſe 
otherwiſe, and had we a right to expect a 
contribution from the colonies, towards the 
national expence, why ſhould we deny them 
= privilege of making 1 it voluntary, and 
the pleaſing opportunity of demonſtrating 
3 affections and loyalty to their ſovereign, 
by giving him a part of their own pro- 
perty, agreable to their natural and conſti- 
ſtutional rights, which to their honour they 
have ſo often exerciſed for his majeſty's ſer- 
VICE, | | 
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Had we not the ſtrongeſt preſumption 
that they would ſtill continue to afford an 
equitable contribution to the common ex- 
pence, from their liberality on former oc- 
caſions, particularly during the laſt war. 
When they exerted themſelves ſo unequally 
in the common ſervice, that the Britiſh: 

parliament thought it a duty, to grant them 
conſiderable ſums to compenſate the diſpro- 
8 of their ſervice; and your lordſhip 
2 will 
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will pleaſe to obſerve, that this conduct of 
parliament, affords che moſt convincing 
teſtimony that the nation, at the concluſion 
of the laſt war, thought the colonies no 
ways indebted to us on the ſcore of protec- 
tion; ſince in that caſe, the grant of pe- 
cuniary compenſations, to thoſe had not 
borne an equal ſhare of the public burthen, 
would have been the moſt. conſummate 
abſurdity ; if then we had no demands on 
the colonies prior to the concluſion of the 
laſt war, they muſt neceſſarily have ariſen 
ſince chat æra; and yet it is hardly credible 
that a people who, when few in number, 
were able to defend themſelves, even in a 
time of war, ſhould, when increaſed to three 
millions, and in a time of profound peace, 
neceſſarily incur a debt to this kingdom 
for their protection: a conſiderable num- 
ber of troops have indeed been ſtationed 


in America ſince the war, but for | what 


_ purpoſe ? — Two or three regiments might 
have been uſefully garriſoned in the new 
conquered provinces, though we could have 
had no claims on the other colonies for 
2 l ſince the emoluments ariſing 


from 


[4] 


py = theſe. can jueſts, haye pee Fr c 
folely to this kingdom (t (the 9 8 ne 
ing been, — 1 iderably it e op 12 
theſe. very cquiſitions) 1 5 f the | 
luments 10 ng from then 18 
to defray the charges of £ 8 8 
in a time of, peace, 1 5 uſt b. Rb 
leged that we have a 1 1 3 
mire the ſagacity and patriotic 5 

- -makers, in « cena ng us Wit u 
territories, which had better have 8810 
With their original Peel. — As 'to the 
troops which have been Rationed ! in the Old 
| . colonies, to burthen the PR, heir 11 5 
ters, and affront them 1 their ipſofene 
they might better have bee recalled! 10 
ten or fifteen regiments 9 —5 Ce White 
now kept on the effablihineht, not fre 


ach necefluy in the weaſyre, but (0 Mo 
full pay to a greater number of biicei 3 
ſince the colonies will hardly think then. 
ſelves obliged to ſupport, an army unter 
ceſſarily quartered amongſt them, againſt 
their defire, and ſtationed, not on t 

F frontiers, but in the heart == a populdiis 


country, with deſign to repreſs the irn 
of 


49 ] 
Uberty, and over=awe them to x nid 
ſubmiſſion to acts of parliment; am una 
generous deſfign Which they have beef ena: 
bled the better to excrete, by am act of 
parliament made ſoon after the ſtampl ac 0 
(and for the ſole purpoſe of aſſiſting its 
exectition} to oblige the colofiies, at . 
dun expehcs, W fürnicht the king's trseßs 
win 4 varlety of artteles newer affowed | 
them in Englahd, and with à chuſt für 
imipoweiing military efficers, ö obtaining | 
a Warrant from' juſtice of penee (whith 
warrant they are edniftthnded to iſſle withs 
6ut any previous oath} to break —_ the 
houſes of any of the inhabitants, by nighe 
or by day, under pretence of OG 
* ing for deferters,” for theſe, my lord; are 
the very extraordinary words. of the act. 
If therefore troops have been ſtationed in 
the | colonies originally ours, it has Been 
againſt their expreſs remonſtrances, and 
not for the purpoſe of 'defenes, but ops 
preſſton, the charges of which they can 
hardly be OW to defray,—Since there. 
fore (as is evident) we had no juſt demands 
5m the colonies at = concluſion of the 

| late 


Ls] 
late peace, it is cettain wolle can have juſtly 
ariſen; ſincecthati timez-and)+hereforedallith&/ 
arguments to ſupport an imaginary rectituria 
and, fitneſs; in taxing tho colonies ate jabs: 
* dino o si alt Wilsgibend Fc 
eh diff ns fair Dozen e W. cnkil 18g 

Jed Ino, ie nb 
3 bath the illegality and ir jui- 
tice of taxing America: to ſay any thing 
of its inexpedience? Will nothing be fuffi<! 
— — deter us from injuſtice but prova 

its inutility ? Perhaps not; at leaſt Lam 
— nethiag but the expectation of 
advantage from this meaſure da eee 
us ſo long blind to its injuſtioe. Od DED 
-a I mm e ide ba CET] ingp 
— mu non mortalia peltora: | 'rogis Ry 
ie way neee 3 VrreGs: | 
1A rot 43; 5871 
What wth avarice 4 hate inter 
rupted the conſtitutional channel in urhiehe 
all ſupplies from the colonies: to the 
crown had happily and conſtantly flowed; 
and introduced in its ſtead an attempt for 
mvading their charters and inſulting the 
ae by which "oy were granted ?- 
| Wau 


ſders!ithat a parliament granting the 


Whati«but- . 3 td 8 0 


perky of: others o vou grant wick unlimit⸗ 
ed prodigality ? In taxing the colonies, the 
parliament was flattered with an increaſe 
ofpogrerprandithebpeople of this kingdom 
withcth&hopegibfertlief:from the oppreſſion 
of aatrumulated taxes. But in this, the 
former became the tools of miniſterial mea - 
ſures, and the latter, the dupes of mini- 
ſterial artifice, ſince if the while! property 
of all the colonies, was depoſited in the 
Treaſury of Great Britain, I doubt Whether 
it would aboliſtvis-fingle tax on the arti- 
cles conſumed chiefly by the middling, and 
inferior people, ur in any reſpect alleviate” 
the weight of their complicated oppreſſion 
The extenſion therefore of parliamentary 
taxation to the colonies, is calculated oy 
togptovide new eſtabliſhments; for the AY 
vouxites of miniſters, and new ſapplies for 
the exigences of corruption, and thereby 
augment the evils of miniſterial influence, 
already. ſo enormous as to endanger the con- 
ſtitution in this age of venality; ſince all 


1 
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who have the adiniliſtratioh of pablickaf- 
fairs, and of publick meneyi hover ã m- 
potentz or ignorant, are ever able to ure 
— ſandeifty for evergpurpofe.>bu[> 
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The desgel of taxing abe colonies, wag th e 

_ moſt abſurd and fatal meaſure ever, adgyted 

by this kingdom; as it Has! already djmi- 

' niſhe our commerce to America, which 

Was our principal ſupport, and muſt; ulti- 

oats prove its ruin; Whilſt the impoſitions 

for Which have we ſo greatly ſuffered are 

ſearce ſufficient to pay the ſwrarms of. offi- 

| cers employed in collecting them through 

—_ "the" wide extent of the ki MErican 

provinces. Before the ,adoption., ö theſe 

| Jinalies, the produce, of all, their eircu- 
b dh trade, as well as of their inquſtry, : 
| conſtantly remitted, to this kingdom, in | 
return for our manufactures; nor . 
ed by taxes to extort a fingle. far- | 
thing from them, more than the ſum of this : 
produce; all therefore that is involuntarily , 
drawn from them by impoſitions muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſaved by diminiſhing the. con- — 
ſumption of our commodities; and when 0 
we : 


1831 
-iantoitonhdes the: expence, neceſſary to col - 
eech theſa iapoßitiong in a country where 
3 thy ute lions, and Where All attempts to 
elude tho ivigjlanee. of., officers of the re- 
18 will be favoured and affiſted by 

3 the pepe, it maſt u be evident that we are 
Dülümately loolers: by thoſe very taxes, for 
„iel ode have juſtly forfeited, the confi- 
vj 21G&hce* and uffection of our American fellow 
fees. The manufacture of coarſe wool- 
ben and linen cleths, by the middling and 


5 7 ferior people in the northern colonies, has ; 


by been eſtabliſhed ever ſince theit ſettlement, 
and ig the only eupedient by which the la- 
bodring farnflies could find employment there 
uring theſe” long winters, in which they 
re buried in ſnow, and which preclude all 
(bär; dotneſtic labour: more than this it was 
ffleither their "intereſt, nor inclination to 
5 manufacture before the ſtamp act: That 
mieafure however neceſſarily engaged t them 
1 u extend their manufactures, not only to 
n tebenge our injuſtice, but becauſe they 
Fete thereby rendered unable to pay for 


40102 "oft commodities :- a general revolution of 


manners then extended Tet to all ranks 
of 
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of people among. en and, oy ſpirit, 
5 „ fropalityi and WocB Gy, Sita: 
ed hy the-enthuſiaſtiyiof liberty” and pat! - 
otiſm, rendered even ladies ef dfnibelle 

in that country, ambitioub of- HeMH 
garments ſpuniavith their own Hands; 

did. this ſpirit immediately, Tübflte By Ne 
repeal of the ſtamp act; and acbtüngt9, 
we find that the ſum of Gr export t 
America in 1766, were leſs than they had 
been the preceding year: A little tie 
however would have reſtored our trade, 
had not diſguſt and frugality een Herbe 

in the colonies by a ſubſequent act of Park- 
ment, for impoſing duties upon xhe importa- 
tion of Bel tiſh ra into Ameriea. 
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There, is a peculiar grievands in theſe” 0 
duties: as well as in their application. "The * 
ain were prohibited. from purchafi g1 
theſe; co ities except from Great 
| Britain, and their. price being greatly en- 
hanced by the impoſitions laid on the 
manufacturers in this kingdom (which are 
ultimately paid by the Americans) it can 
not but be narscuablte. to load them with 
additionaa 


2 


io un1qt 913 ae lee, 2 | : 1 10 
10e : Auties>when: imported into the 
Auenſesu even fithecight:ofpartianient hag: 
been nediſputed.,;t Bu 


man 


ſtance. in, were ever charged” 


Ae commodities intended for exportation, # 
habitants af this Kingdom are informed that 
Paper ; has, been: printed in New” England, 
except, on Paper manufactured: there, ad 


that the Manufacture, not only of all 


the commodities charged with the late 

duties, but of a variety of other articles, 
is actually undertaken will they 2 pplaud 
the, ſagacity of -thoſe meaſures whit Rabe 
engaged the colonies to enter into combi- a 


o =” 
 *< 
— 


nnen againſt importing our goods, ani 


merce by promoting economy” and manu. 


2 ET 
Y * 


hem among them, thereby rendering 


them independant, and accelerating their 


diſunion from this kingdom: theſe, my 
lord, 


1 
| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
| 
: f 


11 


lord, are W evils with which 
we are actually threatened at a time when 


oppreſſed -{with a moſt enormous debt, 
when our trade is univerſally declining, and 
our manufacturers ſtarving for Want of 
employment; nor can any thing avert 
theſe evils, but an immediate cordial, re- 
conciliation with the injuried Americans. 
United with them we ſhall be a flouriſhing, 


and invincible people; but hen ever a ſepa - 
ration enſues, our declenſion muſt neceſſari- 


ly, be the conſequence, whilſt America, from 
her natural, local, and inherentireſources; 
muſt, after various viciſitudes, m 
Wee a mighty . 4 084 x ) 
- The 1 * the 3 dui naw ab 
rived at the dernier extremity; happy would 
it bave been for us if our meaſures had 


not compelled them to determine the ex- 


tent of parliamentary authority, with fuchi 
rigid exactneſs; but the ſpirit of oppoſition: 
is now univerſally eſtabliſhed in the colo- 
nies, and, by reaſon and habitude of thinlæ- 


ing, ſo fully confirmed, that nothing more 


than a temporary —— to parliamentary 
I impoſitions 


El L 


impoſitlons will ever Pecobminedd from them 
except by violence: they have indeed fuſer | 
S their reſiſtance at preſetit;,” expecting 
for the ne parliament that redreſs which» 
is Reit due; fold this be- denied them, I 
muſt" inform your Jord(hit p, that from the 
judgment Which a reſidence of more than 
twenty years in the different colonies, and 
ſore” knowlelge of their” diſpoſition and” 
defigns Has enabled me to form, I fear 
that the preſent tranquility in that part of 9 
America, may ſuffer an interruption which -— WK 
(inconſiderable as your” lordſhip's depen- 
dants affect to repreſent the colonies) may 
be attended with unhappy conſequences; 
and perhaps hoſtile meaſures will be the 
only alternative to a repeal of the late acts. 
Muſt we not then reſolve either to renounce 
dur pretenſions on the colonies, or to butcher 
their inhabitants; if this ſhould be the que(-- 
tion, no man of common humanity would 
heſitate a moment in forming his reſoluti- 
ons on this ſubject, after the illegality, injuſ- 
tice, and in expedience of taxing them has 
been clearly and inconteſtibly- demonſtrated; | 
but this e has the nn blefling „ 
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of miniſters who are actuated by more ele- 


vated principles than thoſe of juſtice, or 


the public good; and if we may credit 
the intelligence retailed from the daily pa- 

pers, concerning the reſolves of our righte- 
ous and patriotic adminiſtration, we may 

expect an armament will be ſoon ordered 
to America, to imbrue their hands in the 

blood of their countrymen. A meaſure at 
which every individual muſt ſhudder, who 
is not ſteeled againſt the ſenſations of hu- 
manity. To deter you from this horrid at- 
tempt, it is neceſſary to expoſe the ruinous 
conſequences which muſt reſult there from, 

if happily an attention to theſe, may have 
any influence on Jour: conduct. 


The 8 of this We compared to 
that of the colonies, is a ſubject which 1 
would cautiouſly avoid; but as miſtakes in 
this particular may be attended with the 
moſt fatal conſequences, .jby encouraging 
malevolent minds, to avail themſelves of an 
imaginary ſuperiority, to [perpetuate injuſ- 
tice ; I think it neceſſary to ſuggeſt to youy 
Li that a militia of eight hundred 


. Th I. thouſand 


oh 


3 


1 


thouſand men, naturally brave and hardy, 
habituated from childhood to the exerciſe 
of arms, and animated with the enthuſiaſm 
of liberty, or driven to deſpair, might reſiſt 

a greater force, than it will ever be con- 
ſiſtent with the ſafety of this kingdom to 
ſend on an expedition ſo diſtant. 


There can be no deception in their num- 
ber, which is accurately aſcertained by a 
poll tax, on all male adults in the colonies ; 
and as they are all (except Penſylvania) 
provided with a militia law, from which no 
male inhabitants between the age of fix- 
teen and ſixty is exempt ; and are beſides” 
familiarized to hunting, and the uſe of arms; 
I cannot but think them as fit for ſervice in 
a rough woody American country, as any 
regiments which your lordſhip can order 
thither (on that juſt and humane expedition) 
thoſe only excepted, who have already 
| ſerved in that country. Whether therefore 
we ſhould be able to ſubject the reſiſting 
colonies, by force is with, me a queſtion, at 
leaſt the Helvetic Cantons, the United Pro- 
vinces, and Corſica, afford pertinent proofs 
2 of 


5 85 


4 it the difficulty in ſubduing an inconſider- 


able people engaged in, and animated by the 
cauſe of 9 


God Sti that the force de the co- 
lonies ſhould ever be oppoſed to their pa 
rent country, or that this kingdom, by 

| hoſtile meaſures, ſhould ever drive them to 
actual reſiſtance ; and. deteſted be thoſe 

f peſtilental wretches, who would promote 

ſuch mutual, ſuch unnatural, deſtruction; 

but ſhould their diabolical councils be ad- 
| opted, and their execution be attended with 
all the ſucceſs neceſſary to gratify their in- 
human wiches; in ſhort ſhould we by ſu- 
perior force reduce the colonies to the moſt 
| abject ſubmiſſion, what are to be the happy 
fruits of our cruelty and injuſtice ? What 

advantage can we poſſibly derive from a 

people oppreſſed and dilaffected by the un- 

righteous exerciſe of power? Will they 

when thus diſguſted and diſcouraged, im- 

prove that precarious property, whoſe poſ- 

ſeſſion muſt depend on the arbitrary will of 

a a parliament, in which they have neither 

| di nor conſtitutional. influence ? 

Or 


14.9). 


Or will they, by unparalelled induſtry, con- 


tinue to ſupport a circuitous extenſive trade 
to acquire money from foreigners to pay 


our illegal taxes, or purchaſe our manufac. 
tures? No, my lord, the ruin of the colo - 
nies muſt ruin our commerce, and overturn 


the pillars of ſtate. But could they be ſub- 
jected at leſs expence, would ſuperior force 
authorize injuſtice? Shall a generous and 
humane nation, that has fo often protected 
the liberties of others, and not only feels for 

the ſtruggling Corficans, but deteſts that. 


policy which has ſtiled them rebels, be in- 
flamed into an unnatural attempt, to tear 
from her children, by violence, the only pri. 
vilege which conſtitutes the diſtinction be- 
tween freedom and flavery ? No, 1 have 
better Hopes | * 


The People of Great Britain ever jaſt 
are recovering from the deluſion of miniſ- 


terial artifices; truth is beaming through 


the midſt 4 ſcurrility and falthood, in 


which it has been invelloped by your Men- 
tors and other ſcriblers, unworthy to be 
Oe: (Venal wretches, whoſe dulneſs 
| * nd | 
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and ignorance can only be equalled by theis | 
impudence, and falſity, and whoſe total want 

of argument ſufficiently precludes them from 
the charge of ſophiſtry.) They perceive 
the abſurdity of charging the colonies with 
want of duty, whilſt our conduct towards 


them js unnatural and oppreflive ; they re- 


flect, that before the late ſtamp act, none 
of his majeſty s ſubjects were more diſ- 
- tinguiſhed for loyalty and obedience, and 
that as we have confeſſedly been the aggreſ- 
| ſors in the preſent conteſt, all the conſe- 
- quences. are. juſtly chargeble on ourſelves, 
They conſider that thoſe who will tram- 
ple under foot the liberties of one part of 
his majeſty's ſubjects, will not hetſiate in 
violating thoſe of the reſt; that it is the | 
fame. party that endeavours . to repreſs the 
| ſpirit « of freedom in this kingdom that would 
enflave the colonies, and that the ſame. men, 
and principles which perpetrated the maſs, 
facre on the 1oth of 8 have ordered 
| troops to America. 


[tian s 
| IIS Io 
The friends of Bririſh and American li-, 


be erty, thus enlightened, proceivs. that "they, 
8 hays 


— 
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have the fame intereſt, and the fame/tnes 


mies, and will execrate the authors of NE 
mutual opprethian. 091 341 {1 10 2111 i 18 10 


. Iris ; abſurd, my Ps to > pea chat 2 


Fra of the colonies cannot be ſecurs 
ed but by theſe unconſtitutional meaſures 3 
if there is any man who cannot form an 


idea of ſupremacy without the right of 


taxation, he may read it in the hiſtory of 
our colonies, where he will find them en- 
Joying, an exclufive right of taxation, whilſt 
the executive authority of government was 
lodged in the crown and its repreſentatives, 
and the Britiſh parligment by its laws re- 
ſtrained and regulated their commerce for 
our mutual advantage; upon theſe princi- 
ples, and with theſe connections, their de- 

Pehdance was ſufficiently ſecured, and the 
parent country was content with the juſt 
exerciſe of her ſupremacy, to which the co- 

lonies with undeviating conſtancy yielded 
a ſubmiſſion truly filial ; whilſt the- fruits 
of all their induſtry, ultimately centered in 
this kingdom, as naturally as ſtreams run 


5 the ocean; *till this * intercourſe 
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of mutual advantage and affection was un- 


neceſſarily and wantonly interrupted by thoſe 
peſtilential meaſures, which we have not 
yet reſolved to renounce; and which you, 
my lord, have purſued with an avidity 


which has reduced the affairs of America 


to = moſt alarming fituation : when you 
unhappily aſſumed the adminiſtration of 
theſe affairs, all was quiet in the colonies, but 
eager to act the part of a ſpirited miniſter, 


you wantohly wrote a letter dictated by equal 


— 2d —V -. to the 
governor of Maſſachuſet's Bay, relative to 
the circular letter of the houſe of repreſen- 
tatives in that reſpectable province, which 
you imprudently ſtiled © a meaſure of a 
< moſt dangerous and factious tendeney, 
calculated to inflame the minds of his 
« majeſty's good ſubjects in the colonies, to 
& promote unwarrantable combinations, to 
* excite. and encourage an open oppoſition 
to, and denial of, the authority of parlia- 


ment, and to ſubvert the true principles 


* of the conſtitution,” and by making an 
unwarrantable requiſition, diſhonoured the 
royal prerogative, = » 
Ta 


Ls 65 *. 


28 
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[Thus e * 


0 1 e king 85 a | 4 


grievandes, is the acknowledged. right of 
every ſubject, and to ſtigmatize an invita- 
tion to exerciſe this right, with the ſcurril- 
dus and 6 probiou s epithets Which I have 


juſt and require, the repreſentatives | 


of 4 fler und reſpectable people to reſcind 
this invitation of a former houſe, and threa- 
ten their refuſal with a depri vation of their 
tical exiſtence, was an example of mi- 
niſterial —— but rarely obſerved 1 in this 
Jeon *, a: ny * ni | 


* 5x 


* 2 oy ˖ 4 12G 

1 18 2 1 the e "repreſentatives of a free - 
| the alternative of an implicit ſubmiſſion to an 1 7 | 
| trary"mandate, or inſtant diſſolution is a meaſure 


Tv that exerciſed towards the Engliſh, Houſe of 
ns, in the arbitrary reign of James the Firſt, 
1 yew that aſſembly by a vote, juſtly c declared, a vio- 

ation of the freedom of the Houſe. The general 
_ ' affembly of Malſachuſet's Bay, is the Houſe of Com- 

mons of is province; nor could it's deliberations be 
conſtitutionally free on any requiſition, whilſt over 


awed by: a penalty, annexed to their refuſal, , *Tis this 

penal mandate, that has been the ſource of every diſ- 

order at — ſubſequent to that unconſtitutional 
4. nee 
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naturally predicted by any perſon mode- 


£66] 


with bien it was attended, would have been 


rately acquainted with the temper of thoſe 
to whom it was addreſſed. But as the cha- 
racter of a ſpirited miniſter was the prin- 
cipal object of your ambition, you reſolved 


not te deſiſt from your attempts by a ſingle 


repulſe. | * Mene incepto, defiftere victant”, 


meaſure, and which are the portentacif effects of 
your ſpirited conduct, that has a natural and neceſſa 


tendency to alineate irrecoverably, the affection of his 


* 


Majeſty's American ſubjects, and render them our 
future enemies, alarming} ideas ! To the 
facts urged. in the former part of this letter, to prove 
the independance of the colonies, I might have alledg- 


ed what I then forgot, that in the reign of Charles the 


Firſt, when the parliament was meditating a bill relat- 
ing to the external regulation of the colonies ; the two 
houſes received a meſſage from his Majeſty, informing 
them, that the colonies were the king's ' colonies, 
and not the objects of parliamentary legiſlation ; and 
that the privy council would take order in the matters 


relating to them, and the bill was accordingly laid 


aſide. Another argument in their favour is, that 
the houſe of Lords, which is the ſupreme court of 
judicature in this kingdom, has never exerciſed any 
judicial authority over the colonies ; the dernier reſort 


in all appeals from America, haring b been mann. 


to the * in council. 


Was 


+ f 67 ILY 
was a "equi ſoliloquy, which produced | 


a reſolution of affording the nation ſome 
convincing proofs of your amazing intrepidi- 
ty; and the menacing inſults of the officer 
of the cuſtoms at Boſton, having produced 
a trivial diſturbance among a few of the 
populace there, you bravely procured a re- 
ſolution of council for ſending a military 
force to that province. If men of prudence, 
and diſcernment, have till lately pitied the 
ignorance and prejudice which promoted that 
meaſure, the unhappy ' conſequences, with 
which it will ſoon be attended (if our fears 
are not premature) will neceſſarily raiſe our 
indignation. A. bare report of the diſtination 
of theſe troops, has occaſioned a meeting of 
the town of Boſton, with a&s and reſolves 
as ſpirited as your lordſhip s conduct; and 
theſe have: already produced a committed. 
of convention from almoſt all the towns in 
that province, and engaged the inhabitants 
to _provide themſelves with arms under pre- 
tence of expecting a war with France; if, 
effects like theſe have reſulted from the bare 
expectation of troops among them, what un- 
happy, what alarming conſequences may we 


K 2 | not 


- [ 6&1 
not expect from their actual arrival, at leaſt, 


if they obſtruct the execution of the civil 


government, or irritate the people by any 
acts of violence ;4+ what advantage you could 


_ propoſe from 1 thy meaſure, I can- 
nat 


+ Since this letter was Eniſhed for. * preſs, advice 
has been received that the troops ordered from Hal- 
lifax to Boſton, to appeaſe diſorders of miniſlerial 
creation, have arrived, and landed without oppoſition 
from the Inhabitants z an event which has has afford- 
ed cauſe of triumph to the miſtaken enemies of Ame- - 
rican freedom, who vainly boaſt of it, as a trial of 
ſtrength and courage, between this kingdom and the 
colonies, and the friends of Mr. G———e, have 
from this experiment taken occaſion to lament that 
ſimilar meaſures had not been purſued, for enforcing 
the ſtamp-aR, deluded mortals! who know not that 
the very object of your exaltation is pregnant with 
the moſt alarming on ; aſter the colonies have ex- 
poſed their grievances and implored juſtice, if inſtead 
of attending to their complaints, we have treated 
them with menacing ſcurrility, and ſent an armed 
force to intimidate and repreſs the ſpirtt of liberty 
among them; who that is acquainted with human 
nature, but muſt know, that laſting enmity will ſue- 
ceed their former affection to this kingdom; — re- 
ſentment will actuate men to revenge themſelves even 

at the expence of their own advantage, and that the 
tete are not infeaſible to this paſſion is a truth 
which 


— 
* 
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not conceive; But from the number of eſe 


troops, they could not be intended to ex- 


terminate the inhabitants, or oppoſe the 
civil md Pa in that country, and if you 


4 


which the merchants and manufacturer of this king- 
dom may too ſoon experience, and we ſhall chen 
learn to eſtimate the value of American commerce 
from the conſequences attending it's loſs, —— If 


your lordſhip ever expected that the inhabitants of 


Befton would oppoſe the landing of the King's troops, 


you certainly knew very little of their temper or 


deſigns : they acknowledge his Majeſty's right to 
ſtation his troops in any part of his dominions, where 


they are thought neceſſary, provided they are kept 


in ſubjection to the civil authority, and as they have 
not even refuſed the payment of thoſe impoſitions, 

which they deem unconſtitutional, could it be expeQ- 
ed that they would reſiſt a meaſure which they ac- 
knowledge to be a legal exerciſe of the King's prero- 
gative? ſurely not. — Every circumſtance however 
relating to this ſubjet, demonſtrates that their con- 
duct has in no reſpect been dictated by fear, but a 


regard to the intereſt of the colonies in general (which 


they are unwilling to injure by imprudence or raſhneſs) 
and to the. laws and government of their country in 


particular, which they declare themſelves reſolved to 
obſerve withthe utmoſt exactneſs; and to countenance 


no one in a deviation * this reſolution, fully per- 


ſuaded 


1 
5 e , * 


— —ę—ê. * 
3 2 
1 3 — 
2 * 


— — 


= f 
Fl 
wht 
"SEN 
135 
. 73 
1 
12 


— — 


2 £1 
* - 
a ” — — — — — 
2 "= Aa bo a _ 
— ——— or 23 : N 
7 = 1 
—— _ 


8 


. 


— 
— 
— 


5 2 * —_—— — 


3 * 1 
n 
D TEES 


2 


1611 
ſuppoſed they would ever be called to it's 
ſupport, you have betrayed a culpable ig- 
norance, fince except their governor, and a 
ſew of his venal junto, no provincial magi- 
ſtrate will be found fo ſteęled againſt the 
ſenfations of juſtice and humanity, as wan- 
tonly to order troops to fire on an unarmed 
populace, and repeat in America the tragic: 

ſoene exhibited in St. George s Fields. 


ſuaded that the Poſſe ben when legally called in 
aid of the civil authority, will be able to preſerve to 
them the enjoyment of their rights, againſt any force 
which may attempt their invaſion. The number of 
male adults who paid the poll-tax in 1767, within the 
four New-England' colonies only, amounted to two 

hundred and thirty thouſand ; as all theſe compoſe' a 
. militia regularly trained, you will not be. ſa weak or 
. vain as to imagine that the petty armament which you 
| Have ordered to Boſton, has produced any other effect 
than that of inſpiring the inhabitants with, diſguſt and 
reſentment. No, my lord, the colonies have never 
wiſhed for a ſeparation from Great-Britain ; how ſoon / 
they may, a farther purſuit of violent meaſures may ſoon 
determine; but whenever that happens, the conſequen- 
ces will perhaps teach your lordſhip, that their fub- 
jection is not to be ſecured by a military force, much 
leſs by your official mandates, * as "Op —_ 


appear to . 


"= 


. 
In ſhort, the inconſiderable number of 


troops which you have ordered to Boſton; 
could only. ſerve- to irritate the inhabitants, 
and produce thoſe conſequences which have 
OT and which before that meaſure was 
fully adopted were fully predicted, and 
I wiſh for the fake. of poſterity. yo — 
regarded theſe predictions. . Irritating the co- 
lonies, is like maltreating a growing yo 
who will ſoon be able to revenge his i inju- 
ries ; ſince according to the moſt accurate 
calculations, their inhabitants double once 
in twenty five years, and their numbers 
agreeable to this rapid increaſe in another 
cenutry, will amount to forty eight mil» 
lions. The time therefore muſt ſoon arrive 
when other motives than force will be 
requiſite to ſecure the dependance of the 


4 


to this Yb ac to have. preſerved their af⸗ 
| tection by a Juſt and parental treatment. 


411 


The increaſe of the colonies cannot be 
prevented; let us then convert it. to our ad- 
vantage, and recover their natural eſteem- 
and confidence by diſclaiming all unconſti- 
tutional pret enſions on the rights they have fo 
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from which this Kingdom receive 


k 1 Bay 
long elſe ad, and con ftenting ourſifves with 
rhiel” voluntary alds, and the advantages we 


” from reſtralnitg their commerce to 
the channels of our own intereſt; 3 2 

nually 
two millions; a ſuit which carried us trium- 
pPliantly'though' the laff war, if we may cre- 
dit the pablte declaration of the greateſt 


patriot that ever adminiſtered the affairs of ; 


this nation. And do you, my lord, endea- 
vour to procure the recall” of thoſe” troops 
which Have been ſo unneceffarily ordered to 
Boſton, to create rather than appeaſe diſor- 
ders; and diſplace a governor, whoſe artful 
fiions-and intalevolent conduct toward the 
ptoyince in which He pefides, Has long ren- 
tered Kin! deteſtable in America, and who 
Has expoſed tlie Algnity of His office to cb 
tempt by a ſordid" avarice, which deſcends 


Tb low as to expoſe to ſale in the ſtreet, of 
his refidence, and by his own ſervants, the 
very greens produced i in the provincal garden, 


By a putſuir” of theſe meaſures, the pre- 


ſent evils may be ayertet; by neßlecting 
them I fear the pernicious ee | 


will foon teach: us, to revere the equity and 
2 moderation. 


hd 


moderation of a Camden, Rockingham, Char: 


ham, Barry, and other illuſtrious patriots. 
_ whoſe virtue like that of Ariſtides the juſt, 


denied aſſent, even to the meaſures of their 
country, when incompatible with juſtice, and 


who are perpetuating their memory, on 


the nobleſt of all plans, that of doing good, 


Vigue ſur nemores, 215 fecere merendo. 
| VI RG. 


Theſe, my lord, are men who may then 
ſurvive to receive Gam, their ruined country;. 
the melancholy glory of her acknowledg- 


ment, that their councils if regarded woul- - 
PR. ſaved her: Whilſt Britons taught by 


fatal experience, will execrate the authors of 
thoſe meaſures which will have proved their 
ruin. As a return to juſtice, and modera- 
tion is {till poſſible, it depends on your lord. 
ſhip to determine, whether you will be in 
the number of the latter; and yours muſt 
be the conſequences of your choice, 85 na- 
tis ſanus curres hydropicus. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt humble Servanit, - 


£ * 
4 a” 
9 * 
f : : — 
% - 


— 
* w . 
— or ten —— — 1 * ps — 
— — — os * — * 


YA WIC 


Y F J — D 
NET NE mg a EI, 
> watt =o... 


CSI 
— 


% 
: 
6 
? 
- 
4 
4 4 
þ. 
1 
4 
N 
7 
1 
N 
1 
1 
i 
4 
5 
1 
4 


* 
E 
„* 
* 
\ 
l 
1 


we A grid dna aaa 
D — — — — —— 


— ; ; 2571 ; : 4 ; >, 
. 
" ! ; — * 7 1 * . > 
x 1 | 
3 . — 
1 * N \ Þ 2 L 
2* > "Rene" % 
i K . 5% * 2 iY £D & IF "a © . 8 
* 1 5 « S by » - 4 


c eee 


5 


0p L E 1 1 E * 


T 0 THE 


PNTITULED, 


The „ 0001 FS WAG RICRHT of the 


_ LEG16LATURE of GREAT BRITAIN, 
to Tax the BRITISR Coroxixs in 


AMERICA, &c. 
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pamphlet, and find you to be the firſt 


perſon who has had the honeſty to ackno w- 
lege that the colonies cannot be taxed con- 
5 


AUTHOR of a PAMPHLET, 


INC E : the foregoing letter was ſent. 
to the preſs, I have peruſed your 


751 

ſiſtent with the rights of Britons, and che 
preſumption to aſſert that they oughe not to 
be allowed thoſe rights: an aſſertion ſo very 
extraordinary, that I cannot but think it 
deſerves repretenſion. You profeſs to have 
no private intereſt in the publication of your 
ſagacious letters, but there are many cir- 
cumſtances which conſpire to render it ap- 
parent that your profeſſions are by no means 
juſt or ſincere, ſince in many parts of your 
venal production, you evidently betray a con- 
ſcience of the weakneſs and futility of your 
own reaſoning, which has engaged you, to 
diſpoſe the ſubject in a variety of attitudes, 
that by a multiplicity of weak and falacious 
arguments, you might ſupply the want of 
one juſt and ſolid reaſon, and by laboured 
artifice, confound the natural nnn * 


Fn right and, wrong. 


Lou begin by obſerving that from the fitſt 
ſettlement of our Amercan colonies to the 
preſent period, it is impoffible to find © one; 
**. inſtance of conduct in the miniſtry, and 
t legiſlature of Great Britain, tending! =y 
"IM en the eſtabliſhment of any ſyſtem of 


1 2 government 


[76] : 
government natural and proper to their 
= ſituation and condition as Pes inces.” 


x # 


* % 
* 


"It is indeed true, that no proviſion was 
made for ſubjecting them to that unjuſt ſub- 
ordination, which you call provincial” go- 
vernment, and I have in the foregoing let- 
ter ſufficiently proved that no idea of that 
ſpecies of government was formed before the 
fatal æra of Grenvillian adminiſtration; but 
a more equitable and advantageous al- 
tion was originally eſtabliſhed in the colo- 
nies by the king, and recognized by the 
parliament of this kingdom, on principles 
fpecified in their charters which inveſt their 
aſſemblies with the excluſive right of mak- 
ing laws for their government and taxation, 
but at the ſame time, amply ſecure to the 
king their allegiance, to the nation their con- 
nection, and to themſelves the indefeaſible 
Wow: of Engliſhmen. 


To deſtroy a government eſtabliſhed © 
theſe wiſe and ' equitable principles is the 
laudable deſign of your difinterefted under- 
takings 5 for this e vou introduce a 


com- 


[nl 


commentary. 55 the arguments of a great 
politician, .W ih denied the right of parlia- 


1 21 2 


ment to tax the colonies, yet aſſerted the 


ſovereig ty of the parent country in regu- 


lating their trade. This you. call a political 
abſurdity, and. endeavour. to, maintain that 


fopereignity catngt exiſt without a right of 


taxation. 30 ut you be 1 0 to remember tha 


114 S 


and was not aſſumed by parliament before the 


latter part of the reign Charles the ſecond, 
and in oppoſition to remonſtrances made by 
the colonies and in violation of their ſuppoſed 
rights; ; yet from this aſſumption you endea- 
vour, as a neceſſary conſequence, to ſupport 
the right « of taxation ; it being an abſurdity of 


reaſoning peculiar, to yourſelf to attempt the 


juſtification of one wrong by another. But to 


expoſe the futility of your arguments on this 
ſubje&, and prove that taxation is not neceſ- 
farily connected with ſovereignty, I ſhall 
tranſcribe a few ſentences from the great 
Locke, * whoſe reaſons are neither partial 


cr applicable to any particular people, but to 


every government on carth, 
. © The 


2 Vid. Treatiſe on Government. 
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00 The ſupreme power cannot take from 


any man part of his property without his 


own conſent, for the preſervation of pro- 


perty being the end of government, 777 
that for which men enter into ſociety, it 


neceſſarily ſuppoſes and requires that the 
people ſhould have property, without 
which they muſt. be ſuppoſed to looſe, 


that by entering into ſociety, which wag 
the end for which they entered into it ; 
too groſs an abſurdity for any man to 


own. ' Men therefore in ſociety, having 
property, they muſt have ſuch a right to 


the goods, which by the laws of the 
community are theirs, that no body hath 


a right to take their ſubſtance, or any 


part of it from them, without their con- 


ſent; without this Say have no proper- 


ty at all, for I have no property in that 
which another can by right take from 


me, when he pleaſes againſt my conſent. 


Hence it is a miſtake to think that the 


| ſupreme or legiſlative power of the com- 


munity can do what it will, or diſpoſe of 
the eſtates of the ſubject achitrarily; or 
or take any part of them at pleaſure, But 

govern- 
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whole or any part of the ſubjects ee | 
ty without their own conſent, for 


would be in cffeR to leave $9088 no yo 


79 1 
r government into whatever hands it is put” 


being entruſted with this condition, and 

for this end, that men might have and ſe- 
cure their properties, ſo the prince or ſe- 
nate, however it may have power to make 
lawys for regulating of Property 5 between 
the ſubjects, one amonſt another, yet can 
never have a power to take it to itſelf the 


this 


2 
5 18 


not arbitrary by being abſqlute, but is ſtill 
limited by reaſon, and confined to thoſe 
ends which required it in fome- caſes to 


be abſolute, we need look no farther 
than the common practice of martial diſ- 


; cipline. ' The preſervation of the army 


and in it of the whole commonwealth 
requires an abſolute obedience to the 


commands of every ſuperior *offier, and 
it is juſtly death to diſobey or dif pute the 


moſt dangerous or unreaſonable ofthem ; 


but yet we ſee that the ſerjeant, who could 


rag) a ſoldier 'to march up to the 
* * mouth 


a 
A 


88˙1 


mouth of a cannon, or ſtand in à breach 


lere he is almoſt ſure to periſh, Cane 


not command the ſoldier to give him one 
penny of his money; and the general 


who can condemn him to death, for de- 


ſerting his poſt, or not obeying his moſt 


deſperate orders, cannot yet with all his 


abſolute power of life and death, diſf poſe 


of one farthing of that ſoldier's late, « or 


' ſeize one jott of his goods, whom yet he 


can command to every other thing, and 
hang for the leaſt diſobedienco, becauſe 
ſuch blind obedience was neceſlary to that 
end for which the commander has his 
power, viz. the preſervation of the reſt: 


but the diſpoſal of his en 1 nothing 
to do with it. 


+ 


.« Tis true, government cannot be ſup- 


ported without great charge, and it is fit 
every one who enjoys a ſhare of the pro- 
tection ſhall pay out of his eſtate his pro- 
portion for the maintenance of it; but 


ſtill it muſt be with his own conſent, 


the conſent. of the majority giving it either 


„ by themſelves or their repręſentati ves 


© choſen by them, For if any one ſhall claim 


2 da power 


1 
4 


. poſe, long 


E 81 ] 
, | : MAS 


b a power to lay and levy taxes on the peo- 


| 1. ple by bis own, authority, without fuch 
conſent of the people, he thereby invades 
1 ® che! law: of property and ſubyerts the end 


©. c Yovetiment ; for what property. have 


« 17 in that which another may by right 
0 take pet he pleaſes to a 


& & | 


WT 


bels dir, are irreſiſtable arguments, urg- 


& by the gre eat Locke, for no Partial pur- 


lonies was ever conceived ; and their irreſiſt- 
able cogency, neceſſarily overthrows every 
argument contained in your pamphlet, and 


inconteſtibly demonſtrates that the colonic 


cannot be taxed by parliament, . confiſtent 


with the principles of juſtice and the Bri- 


tiſh conſtitution. It is abſurd: to pretend 


that theſe arguments have no application to 


the. colonies ; they are pertinent to all who 
have property, and you muſt neceſſarily ex- 
clude the very idea of property from the co- 
lonies in your new unwarrantable ſyſtem of 
provincial goverment, or acknowledge that 
it cannot be taken from them by the Britiſh 
legiflazure, 1 in which they are unrepreſented. 

M Much 


8 


fore the idea of taxing the co- 
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Ae * been 4 on tha” jeſt 
of repreſentation with deſign to prove, 
by | falacious ſophiſtry, in oppoſition to 
common ſenſe, that the Americans are re- 
preſented in parliament ; for this purpoſe 
the idea of an imaginary virtual repreſenta. 
tion has been introduced; and it has been 
aſſerted that the houſe of conimons does not 


repreſent thoſe, by whom its members are 
elected, but the whole Britiſh Empire col- 
lectively. This is indeed an aſſertion which 
cannot be ſupported by one fact or circum- 
ſtance, though it is oppoſed by hundreds; 
but to expoſe its falſity, I need only aſl 
what patt of the nation the repreſentatives 
for London, confult on any dubious or 
critical gveſtion ; ; and to whom does that 
or any other corporation repreſented i in par- 
liament direct its inſtructions on important 
and difficult occafions ? Is it to the members 
elected by themſelves, or to thoſe choſen by 
any part of the community indiſcriminatly ? 
Ts it not always expected, that the repreſen- 
tatives of a particular corporation, deliver the 
ſentiments and act agreeable to the inſtruc- 
DAL, oY * tions 


1831 


tions of the corporation by them repreſented ; ? 
The natural and obvious anſwers to theſe 
\ \ queſtions will ſufficiently demonſtrate that the 
Nea of a virtual ar implied repreſentation, 
is vel olly falacious. 6 


. * 
7 J „ . a * 8 ; 4 
* Wy 4; 2 4 , 0- s ** + 6B . 
* — 5 _ = = * N . . 
* 4 


* have 1 in the foregoing letter, acknow- 
ledged that the inhabitants of Great Bri. 


tain, Who, for want of real property, do 
not vote for members of the, houſe of 


commons, are not repreſented therein; but 


yet they owe obedience to our laws, from 


. which the: receive protection, and to which 
they voluntarily ſubje& themſelyes, by con- 
tinuing to reſide under their government, and 


are amply ſecured in their liberties, by the 


equal and full enjoyment, and protection of 
thoſe laws, made for the goyernment of the 
freeholders and legiſlators themſelves; and 
theſe laws being not partial but general, 
thoſe who have not the benefit of repreſen- 
tation, can ſuffer no penalties or exactions, 
to which the land- holders and their delegates 
are not equally expoſed ; which is to them 
an impartant and ſufficient N - ſince as 
the great §idney declares, * the hazard of 

TOE M 2 2 eng 


: . bs 1 
i. being ruined by thoſe who muſt periſh with 
& us, i5 not ſo much to be feared as by thoſe 
< who may be enriched by our de eftruttion ; ; boy 
« this Being under God, the beſt anchor we - ; 
," Have, it deſerves to be preſerved with all 4 
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| © care.” The colonies however have no 
ſuch anchors of ſecurity; on the contrary. 1 
thoſe who impoſe taxes upon them profit by I 
the impoſition, as the laws by which they 
are levied, are partial, and enrich rather 0 
than impoveriſn the people and parliament 5 4 
of this kingdom, by whom they are made: 0 
in this ſtate, what ſecurity can the colonies = © 
poſſibly have againſt an abuſe of power, I; 
when inſtead of thoſe reſtraints on the le- 00 
giſlative authority, which ſecur el the people | ce 
of this kingdom, thoſe by whom they are m 
governed, are urged to oppreſs them, by the i JE 
irreſiſtable ſuggeſtions of ſelf intereſt? In at 
| ſhort if the colonies are taxed by parliament, hi 
they muſt be compelled to an involuntary aft 
ſubjection, to an arbitrary power, exerciſed Io 
over them by men, to whom they have nei- tat 
ther delegated or entruſted it, and over whom igt 


they have no reſtraining influence, for their, 
tend and * and if this is not ter 
ſavery 5 | 


ons 
= as 


650 "Foul 


F would be glad of a more perfect definition 
of that ſtate, For my part I can diſcoyer no 


difference between 1 36 ſituation and that 


of a Turkiſh ſlave, except that in one caſe, 


the tyranny is exerciſed by an individual, and 
in the other by ſome hundreds, whoſe op- 


preſſion will naturally be leſs ſupportable, 
as their wants will be more numerous. 


The arguments _ the — ** moſt | 


dignified lawyer in this kingdom, in favour 


of the colonies, are the next objects of your | 


animadverſion; theſe you attempt to inva- 
lidate by alerting, te that the luxuriant and 


* defpotic branches of prerogative were 
FL lopped off at the revolution: But 1 


muſt beg leave to inform you, that what- 


ever limitation the king's pre rogative received | 
at that time, his power of granting freedom to 
his ſubjects, ſuffered no diminution ; and to 
aſſert that the royal charters, granted the co- 
lonies, cannot exempt them from parliamen- 
tary taxation, betrays the moſt conſummate. 

ignorance of our original conſtitution. That 


the power of parliament within its juſt ex- 
tent, and over the proper objects of its legiſ- 
lation 


L 861 


lation, hat! is over all thoſe aſſembled therem 


either perſonally or by repreſentation, and aſ- 


ſenting to the laws therein made, is and « 
to be ſupreme, every one will — 
but to extend the authority of this aſſembly to 


thoſe who have no voice, connection or in- 


fluence therein, is unnatural and tepugnant to 
the principles and reef our conſtitution. 


The inhabitants of the colonies, while they 
_ compoſed a patt of this kingdom collectively, 
and continued to aſſemble in parliament, ei- 
ther by themſelves or their delegates, were 
juſtly ſubject to its ſovereign authority 3- but 
this authority naturally ceaſed, when impa- 
tient of the; grievances they ſuffered under 
its juriſdiction, they quitted the community, 
and with the conſent of their ſovereign. retired 
to a diſtant uncultivated country, and became 
diſtinct ſtates, with peculiar privileges expreſſſy 
granted by their ſovereign, for encouraging 


them to extend his dominions to America: 


which they effected on theſe conditions at 
their ſole expence, toil, and danger; and to 
uſurp their privileges ſo dearly earned, betrays 
an 1 2 of juſtice, An emanci- 

fat on 
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pation from parliamentary authority, Was 
the very object for which the 58 of 
the New ew England colonies was undertaken, 
and which, many af the fcſt ſettlers dearly 
purchaſed at the 'expence of large eſtates, 
which they generouſly ſold, and converted 
into a; common fund for ſupporting. their 
undertaking; and after having enjoyed an 
emancipation from the authority of parlia. 
ment (except in commercial concerns) for 
the ſpace of one hundred and fifty years not 
only without 1 from, but wick 
the approbation of parliament, you have 
dared to queſtion the right of the crow 
in granting this emancipation, and for this 
very cogent reaſon becauſe truly * that 
would, be to raiſe a charter above an act 
* of parliament; ” as if the privilege en- 
joyed by the people of this kingdom of 
making laws (with the aſſent of the 
crown)” for their own government, entitled 
them to become legiſlators to all the king's 
other ſubjects, or prevent their ſovereign 
from confirming to Americans the privileges 
enjoyed by Britons : was ever any thing fo 
abuts ? Has the Britiſh e any I 
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that is not derived from the people, and have 
the people. refiding in Britain 'any peculiar 
inherent right to uſurp the freedom and pro- 
perty of Britons reſiding in America? Were 
their privileges confirmed to them for the 
preſervation of their 'own libetty, or to en- 
able them to invade that of others? Does 
the clauſe of Magna Charta, by which they 
are intituled to the excluſive right of taxing 
themſelves, and granting their own proper- 
ty, authorize them to diſpoſe of the proper- 
ty of the reſt of the king's ſubjects, or to 
obſtruct every paſſage from the throne, en- 
groſs every emanation of liberty, and pre- 
clude the ſovereign from confirming to his ſub- 
jects 1 in America, the privileges they enjoyed 
in Britain 7—1 wiſh the people of this king- 
dom, would reflect a little on the conſequen- 
ces of their pretenſions ; inſtead of conſider- 
ing the Americans as our compatriots, and 
equals, we elevate ourſelves to a ſtate of ſove- 
reingty over them, and render them not only 
ſubjects to our king, but ſtill more abjectly 
to his Britiſh ſubjects. Is this conſiſtent with 
natural equity, or the expreſs ſtipulations, on 
the faith of which they ſettled that wild in- 
hoſpitable count)? The 


The athority of Pariet in its proper 


extent is juſtly ſupreme,” and the ſame ought 
to be ſaid of the general afſemblies of the 
CTolonies: In each the king has his preroga- 
tive and the ſubjects their rights, and in both 


the people as their ſupreme privilege, have 
the excluſive right of granting their own 


property, becauſe the preſervation of pro- 


perty is the end of government : This is the 


palladium of our common liberty, which 


has been confirmed to Britons and Ameri- 
cans, by royal charters equally valid; theſe 
your ſyſtem of provincial government muſt 


deſtroy, and is therefore unnatural and un- 
juſt. But if any doubt ſtill remains, con- 
cerning the king's right in granting the colo- 


nies an emancipation from parliamentary au- 


. thotity, it may be removed by this ſingle 
queſtion, has the ſovereign a right to permit 


any of his ſubjects to depart from the king- 


dom ? If he has, he certainly can grant this 


emancipation, becauſe the petſon departing 
from the kingdom is 7/6 falls abſol ved em 
EAN juriſdiection. AY 
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But 0 Lanai to obviate the arguments of | 
the great perſon before mentioned, in favour 
: of American liberty, you. have introduced. a 


Tr Wy eis 


0 ee ak, —_— r and 
aſſert that, all. that the firſt great man 
< alledges about the rights of the people to 
be taxed with their own conſent, by their 


own repreſentatives in parliament, is fitly 


< and properly ſaid with reſpect to national 
government, but improperiy with reſpect 
« to the provinces ; becauſe (to. abridge 
your reaſons) the convenience of Great Bri- 
tain requires the colonies to, be kept in a 
ſtate of ſubordination, and becauſe, as pro- 
perty is the efficient cauſe of power and in- 
dependance, this cannot be. done unlefs 
Great Britain aſſumes a right of governing, 


and taxing their, ert at Ane 


1 Sir, are e the very 1 a 
for which they are to be deprived of that, 
the preſervation of which, is the end of ſo- 
ciety; and inſtead of continuing the com- 
patriots, are to be rendered the vaſſals of 

Britons; 
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Britons ; contrary to the charters of eve f 


= which expreſly confirm to as the 


84 ? How igjurious, KS atnacarkY' 

this iſtintion between national and pro- 
vincial government ; from whence i is it de- 
rived, or by what is it ſupported | ? Not from 


the policy of the Britiſh conſtitution, 1 am 


certain, nor from the charters of the colo- 
nies themſelves, nor the end of r * 


„ 


| 5 and del this N diſtin. 
gion is the foundation of your whole ſuper- 
fr ryure, you | have offered nothing in Tup- 
55 of. it but your. awn Improbable afſerti- 
1: you indeed, in angther * part of your 
1 (I muſt collect your arguments 
4 their immethodical diffuſion) men- 
tion ſomething of Roman provinces; but 
can you pretend to infer a precedent from 
them for the government of our colonies 45 
The Romans had indeed many provinces, 
bat none which were acquired in the fame 
manner, or ſettled by the ſame means, and 
for the fame end, as our Atnerican colonies ; 
| A their 


— — 


I 


3 
4 J : 
p 0 N 
= ? 
_—_— 
74 oy 
N f ; 
3 
! \ : 
4 : 
4 
U 1 
| * it 
Got 
#13 . . 
We 
F | 
* | 
t . 
LS + 
7 5 . 4 
. 
oy f 
* 
5 F 
77 
% + 
L 1 
7 , £ 
N 1 
l 
* } 
1 1 
I 
1 1 
1909 '2 
* p * 4 
i / - 
4 
4 1 
1 " 
kl 
1 . 
LN "14 
4 4} 5 
4 4 - 45 : 
4 = 
„ 
9 . 
. 
23d 3 : 
' 4 
IL 4 
l "3 
1 * 
. 
„ 
1 3 
'% a 
mT. 
1 1 1 
1 uy 
4 1 NW 
181 : 
} $3 : 
W's 
y 5 * 
"3 4, 
1 6 $4 
1 32 
1 
* : 
\ $I 
N77 4% 434 
- 


1 531 


their provinces were generally obtained jure 
| gladii, and were then governed in a man- 


ner moſt conducive to the advantage of the 
Roman empire; as among them every con- 
ſideration of equity or juſtice was diſregard 


ed when repugnant to the great object of 


all their operations, vig. the e e eo 
univerſal dominion. 14 


* 
g ® £4 
*% 


The few colonies planted by the Roman 8. 
were ſettled at the inſtance, and ſupported 
at the expenee of the commonwealth, and 
were not conſidered by the ſettlers, as aſy- 
lums from the oppreſſion of the ſenate, but 
as garriſons and cantonments for the preſer- 
vation or extenſion of their conqueſts; but 
even in theſe the Romans, who were there 
inhabitants, were never denied the freedom 
and immunities, of citizens of Rome: Great 
Britain, therefore has no provinces ſimilar 
to thoſe of Rome, unleſs Minorca, and 
Nova Scotia be reckoned as ſuch, but were 


the caſe otherwiſe, the difference between 
the Roman and Britiſh conſtitutions, would 
render it impoſſible to infer any thing there - 


from pertinent to the preſent * fo 
that 


6931 


that In fact, your 'diftintion between ratl- 
onal and provincial government, when ap- 
to our American colonies, is unſup- 


ported by one juſt argument, though oppoſ- . 


ed by the general polity of our conſtitution, 
and therefore deſerves nd farther notice; nei- 


the rhave the reaſons which you offer for the 
expedience of this diſtinction any foundation 


in juſtice; you conclude The proſperity or 
* adverſity of the colonies, being the proſ- 
e perity or adverfity of Great Britain, the 


e right of ſovereignity, as including taxa- 
tion, ought to remain indiſoluble in the 


4 legiſlature of Great Britain over the pro- 


* vinces ;; and that the proſperity or adver- 


$64 fity of Great Britain, not being the proſ- 
©, perity or adverſity of the colonies the 
power or privilege of excluſive and inde- 


<< pendent taxation, ought never to be given 


to or entruſted with, the proyinces: 

This is indeed a moſt abſurd mode of reaſon- 
ing, even were the aſſertion true, ; which it 
<A en a reproach to Great Britain. 


1 is certain chat both: the e coun. 
wy and colonies are mutually benefited by 
* | their 
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their connection with each other, and if the 


advantages of their uniqn are equal, they 
are equally intereſted in each others pro- 
perity or adverſity; ; and if they are not equal 
they ought, to be made ſo, or the comy 
ſhould be diſolved; 35 if therefore Gxeat Bri» 
tain is more eſpecially. intereſted i in the proſ- 
perity of the colonies, by enjoying the greaty 
eſt advantage, from her intercourſe with 
them, it is evident, that inſtead of depriving 
them of their property we ſhould. promotę 
the means by which it may be augmented. 


Vour aſſertion that the oolonies by giving 


up their rights and privileges into the' bande 
of the Britiſh parliament, can never be in 


danger of oppreſſion from the parent coun- 


try, becauſe whatever eſſentially ifjures 
them, muſt ultimatly terminate in her diſ- 
diſadvantage, is a moſt falacious poſition; 


nor can ĩt ever be true, whilſt Britiſh Plegiſla- 


tors are influenced by theſe paſſions*which 


have hitherto governed mankind. Survey 
the moſt abſolute monarchies where the ſo- 
vereign conſiders the poſſeſſions of his ſlaves 
as his own property, and ſee if on that ac- 
count he uſes them with more tender nefs 


- and 


1981 


ers etonomy * In ** Britiſh minif ers 
are not always attentive even to the good of 
the people of this kingdom, when placed 
m oppoſition ; to their own intereſt; how 
then can it be expected they ſhould regard 
the intereſt of the colonies whom they can 
oppreſs with impunity, as their diſtance ſe- 

eures them from the dangers of Fan fue 
ry, and Fk W 


But when. an act 92 parliament — for 
feveral years continued unrepealed, obliging 
all American ſhips. trading to Spain and 
Portugal, to undertake a circutious voyage 
from the countries hither, to unload their 
commodities, and afterwards reſhip them 
for thoſe colonies. at the expence of ſeveral 
hundred, pounds, for the ſole purpoſe of 
paying a few pounds duty on theſe articles, 
can any man have the preſumption to aſſert 
or will he be believed in aſſerting that any 
regard 1s had. to the intereſt of the colonies? 
Even our bounties with which we reproach 
them, have been granted not ſo much for 
their advantage as our own; and in every 
part of our conduct the intereſt of the co- 


lonies 


196 
lonies, as moſt has been but a : (condary 
conſideration. ' 
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Von Gy obſerve; . : that * reſt of the 
ct world are ſo far 9 1 in commerce, 
and ſuch formidable rivals to Great Bri- 
* tain, that her laſt and ultimate hope is in 
© the commerce of het colonies and her | 
te trade with them; and I cannot but re- 
gret that thoſe who have lately admini- 
niſtered our affairs, have paid ſo little at- 
tentian to the preſervation of this important 
article, and that not content with embarraſ- 
ing and reſtraining the trade of the colonies 
in every channel, which did not immediate- 
ly promote the partial intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, we have alſo driven them to ecm 
and manufactures, and by our impolitic 
impoſitions, compelled them to diſcover and 
experience that natural independence. which 
a fertile ſoil with a variety of climates 'he- 
ceſſarily affords them, aad if cauſes ſtill on- 
tinue to produce their natural effects, tlie 
time is now near when American DOTS - 
tures will not be confined to thoſe commio= 
dities eder fabrication, we have encoufag- 


er 


ed: by- our — « and: unconſtitutiona 
duties. i K 

As to- your. qutlines of a provineial go 
vernment, I ſhall only obſerve that your 
preſumption: in attempting to ſubvert at ori- 
ginal and equitable conſtitution, and! pre- 
ſatibe a new government for three millions 

af people, which violates their charters; and: 


wholly: cancels: the very conditions on which: 


their * ſettled the country they in- 
habit, and enlarged his majefty's:dammions 
With much toib and blood, at thein ſole SX 
pence, and which deſtroys that cunſtituti - 
mal equality which: ought: ever to ſubſiſtl 
among: all- his e e er Kr 
Nrw 477 1 


In comparing che 3 * thei PREY 


al aſſemblies of the, colonies. to that of, the. 


corporate cities in England, you offer the 
higheſt inſult to the dignity of thoſe ſupreme 
legiſlative bodies. Let any man compare 


the priviledges of the latter with thoſt of the 


former, and ſee if he can diſcover the leaſt 
e But there is yet a more eſſential 
'% O difference 


[98] 
difference in their ſituations ; the corporate 
cities in England are repreſented in the Bri- 
tiſh legiſlature, and ſhould be controuled 
bys its laws ; but the colonies are not. 
> anno om. en tna 

Let me- aſk you to what Sb IS you at- 
tempt to ridicule the idea of a ſocial com- 
pact, and why you are ſo very prolix in 
reminding your readers of the wretched 
ſlavery in which ſo many oriental nations 
are immerged ? Have their miſeries any par- 
ticular application to the colonies, or mow 
you juſtify one wrong by another, 
encourage the Americans to bras; 8 
ſlavery becauſe it is the portion of ſo ma 
ny others, and ſolace themſelves in that 
ſtate by the wretched conſolation which - 
Carthage and Marius * mutually afforded 
each other in their fall ? But whatever were 
your * "or ns ſufficiently 


© ns. vitam in tugurio ruinarum Crtbo- 
5 toleravit, cum Marius inſpiciens S e Z 
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betray your connections and principles which 


4 are in reality as nnn as Ame- 
e 


Von art that the inhablwais of 3 


G % were either born or of choice 


. ** reſorted. there under the ſame predica- 


ment of being ſubjects of Great Britain, 
100 protected by her parliament, enjoying Ber 


e laws and ſubjects to her government.” : 


No part of this aſſertion however is true, 


fince,as I have demonſtrated in the preceding 
letter, every colony planted before that re- 
volution in provincial policy, which produce | 


ed the act of navigation, was ſettled under 
expreſs ſtipulations of continuing within the 
allegiance of the Engliſh crown, but of be- 


ing lin every reſpect free diſtin ſtates with- 


out che leaſt ſubjection to the Engliſh par- 


was undertaken i in full confidence and ex- 


pectation of being perfectly independant to 
the parliament of this kingdom, except in 


commercial regulations only; this they 


were intituled to expect, not only from 
Oz” their 


liainent in any reſpect whatever; and the 
ſettlement of all the ſu bſequent colonies 


4 


res | 


their charter but the conduct of patties 
ment itſelf,” together with the principles of 


the Engliſh conſtitution ; and ſo far were 
the colonies from being planted under the 


predicament of a f ubjection to parliamentary 
taxation, that no idea of that ſubjection; 
was ever conceived, either here or in the co- 


lonies, till Mr. Gredeille formed the un 
happy deſign of augmenting the nationdl 


revenue by his ann wen act. 


8 . 
4 4 


And les let me enlarge a Little « on that 


national ſovereignty over the colonies which 


you ſo frequently mention, and which has 
been adopted by many others, who have 
fondly cheriſhed an idea ſo favourable to 
their vanity and ſelf intereſt, till by habi- 
tude they almoſt believe it has a real foun- 
dation in juſtice. Miſled by partial conſi- 


derations we have been accuſtomed to look up- 


on the colonies as ſo many appendages or fac 
tories to this kingdom, devoted ſolely to the 
emprovement of its particular in tereſt, wealth ö 
and power, and without any rights or pri-. 
vileges which are not perfectly conſiſtent with 
the attainment of theſe deſired objects: This 


however 


3 „ „ a 4... r 
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however is a moſt- falacious idea, and net 


only deſtitute of ſupport, but repugnant to 


the principles of our government, which has 
Provided equal freedom to all its ſubjects. 


IIe ride, at 


\ #71 
3 43% 


'T o concur in making all 1 to grant P 


all ſupplies, and to enjoy perſonal ſecurity, 


perſonal li berty, and private property, are 
the indiſputable privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, YZ 
and to theſe and other privileges and immu- 


nities eyery individual in the community 


has an equal claim with others of the ſame 
ranks. . This is a circumſtance inherent i in, 
and neceſſary, to the exiſtence of a free ſtate, 


which requires. that all the ſubjects of the 
realm ſhould ſtand on the fame level of li- 


berty; how abſurd i is it then to erect our- 


ſelves into ſovereigns of America, and in- 


ſtead of conſidering the inhabitants of the 


colonies, as the king's ſubjects, like our- 


ſelves, to miſtake them for our vaſſals, and 
confound the diſtinction between the domi 
nions of the king, and of the nation? had 


we attended to this obvious e diſtinction, we 


cls of our pretenſions to naticnal ſovereign- 
* 17 -4 J ; ty, 


ſhould have diſcovered the — 44 
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ty, for - which the Britifht..conftitotion la 
made no proviſion, and have avoided thoſe 
acts of "legiſlation, which have created ths 
preſent diſputes, | as- important” in their "Nas 


ture as they are alarming in e 


4 Nr 46 401 ane Vol! f 
a I 3010} ion 

The king's dage- « are divided: Into kf. 
ene ftates, in whieh both his prerogative 
and the rights of the people are more or leſs 
extenſive; but it is neither juſt nor necef- 


fary that one of theſe ſtätes ſhould uſurp the 


ſovereiggty of the Whole, become their le- 
giſtators, ant govern chem according to its 
own partial intereſt; nor can this be done 
without violating the fundamental principles 


of the Britiſh conſtitution, ſince none can 
legally be governed by acts of parliament 


who are not united to this kingdom; ang, 
when thus united, muſt equally partcipate 
all the rights and privileges of Britiſh ſubje 

There are many who have ſufficient. ſeals 
and impartiality to perceive-the truth of bis 
undeniable poſition, and who yet maintain 


the ſovereignty of the Britiſh parliament 


oyer the colonies, becauſe they. have erronee 


1 N ouſly 
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_ bully conkderedihem agincarporated with this 
kings over which the authority of parti», 


foam being theeale; By as. I" 
determination of the lords of privy council ; 
they are indeed the ſubjects of the ſame 


crown, but with regard to their internal 


dent ſtates; and whenever they are united 


in the manner neceſſary to conſtitute the 
legality of parliamentary legiſlation, every 
inhabitant poſſeſſed of a frechold of forty - 


fhallings per annum, muſt be intituled to 
vote in the choice of the repreſentatives in 


parliament, and every reſtraint on their trade, a 


to which the inhabitants of Great Britain 


are not ſubject, muſt neceſſarily be abrogat- 


ed; but as the great diſtance of the colonies 


has created many almoſt inſuperable ob- 


ſtacles to this union, I:can diſcover neither 
reaſon nor equity in ſubverting their original 
conftitution, and ſubjecting them to the 
tepiflation of the Britiſh parliament, in which 


they are wholly unrepreſented nor can this be 


effected without manifeſt wickedneſs, as juſ- 
tice ought not be leſs regarded in national 


policy and government diſtindt indepen» - 


: — Beſides the / colonies have conſented 
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than! private meaſures; ande to exexci& ober 


_ others an authority: to, hieb 1 jones 
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however great or din ami by by 


which _ authority is — : 
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_ cefliry of ſubjecting the 97855 to the au- 
thoxity of parliament, vir. for preſerying: 
their connection to Great Britain, i is wholly 
chimerical ; are not they and we united un- 
der che ſame ſovereign, who. has a right not 
only of ing but repealing, their laws 
within a,limited, time in, all; the. colonies 

(one or two excepted,) and with, whoſe 
officers the executive authority of gayern- 

ment, civiland military, 18. depoſitedʒ _ 
and. who, by reſiding ſolely in this, kj 
will be particularly attached to 2 — 
and determined by its council, and exęrt all 
D his prerogative over the glo- 

in promoting the intereſt of Great 


to conſider themſelves as united to Gre 
Britain, in a commercial capacity, and to 


have their trade governed by its parliament; 


and with all theſe connections will any per- 
ſon 


/ coor 
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ſon believe that they are not rendered as de- 
pendünt on this kingdom, as is poſlible, 
without wholly diveſting them of thoſe pri- 
f Vileges 
cute them from hee 


Which are efſentially he e to ſe- 


As this i is e I cannot 4 n all 


the arguments urged to prove the neceflity 
of a ſupreme power in the parliament over 
the © colonies, as ſo many artful ſophiſms 
| calculated to cover the moſt finiſter defigns. 


on obſerving the political maxim, extracted 


from Hatrington Oceana, and prefixed to the 
title page of your paltiphlet, I immmeditely 
concluded that convenience, rather than juſtice, 
would become the bafis of all your reaſoning; 

9 —_ was I diſappointed, as all your arguments 


a ſuppoſed utility, in depriving the 


| S the rights of Britons, and ſubjeQing 
. you property to the diſpoſal of parliament. 


whenever "this principle is poor I 


| cannot ſee why we ſhould content ourſelves 
with taxing the colomes only, ſince it would 


P be moſt convenient to the partial 
3 intereſt 
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intereſt of this kingdom, that the value of 
all their property ſhould be depoſited in the 
Britiſh treaſury for diſcharging the nation- 
al debt; and conſequently that they ſhould 


all be "driven from their habitations, and 


their eſtates expoſed to ſale for our uſe; and 
indeed, if, in our conduct towards the colo- 
nies, we are influenced by your reaſons, and 


governed only by our own intereſts and con- 
venience, and, if we act rationally on theſe 


principles, we ſhall not leave a ſingle ſhil- 
ling in their poſſeſſion, unleſs it be from thoſe 
art ful motives which induce boys in rob- 
bing a neſt to leave one egg, that others may 
be added thereto, and the acquiſition there- 
by rendered ultimately the greater ; nor will 
it be more unjuſt to take the whole of their 
property, than a part. If, however, our 
partial intereſt and convenience are to con- 
nue, the precarious tenure of American 


property, as they muſt on your principles, 


I ſhall not blame the colonies if in reality 
they aſpire at independency, as their enemies 
falſly and maliciouſly aflert, 
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juffic 1 5 8 "to. Warp 
5 2 bis” le rs i flop! to up. 
galt the ble 0 Have ehe Ve e 
eo plete tht i he de el det ths 
* Colonies. are the offspring and children of 


ce Btitaitt, that they are likewiſe pofleſſed of 
„biber the efficient cauſe 61 power and 


«dominion. and that” they are therefore 


morally and naturally edtituled to all tlie, 
er Hberty k rights and 1 75 & "of Hens? 


And bf eoBIEquenCe: they otight in order * 
t Have thetr Prope erty 1 in America, td 
yi tHe" own conſent,” to be re preſent- 
„ed flo Amerie, in the Brit pant 
cement. 5. Fo this you ſagatiouſly anſwer 
that te They are intituled to all the libenty,! 
<+Fights"and privileges of Britons, but n 
rorepreſentation from America.“ What ab- 
ſurdity! How can they enjoy ** all the li- 
<< berty, rights, and priviledges of Britons,” 

when governed by laws made in an aſſem- 
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|. becauſe that, v would. render” "the. 
of * of" commons a, e | 


4 wen this 5 8 d { 0 
2 prove that an adequate. repreſentation 
from the colonies. would: be . 


: allowed the privilege « 
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bly in which they ve no repreſentation ? 
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other, arguments, 


Ni 


to this kingdom, but allowing this 10 be 


true, as it really i is, Wh are ff hey, not to b 
1 them» 
ſelves A, a n. alfemb hes ? . cgple 
truly (o ſum 95 your. arguments), it is 


| for 458 intereſſ of Great Britain to ſegurs 


their dependance by controuling their pro- 
perty. But is this conſiſtent with juſtice 2. 


ſurely not. Why then do you meddle 


with that ſtubborn troubleſome principle ? 
ſuppoſe becauſe you think appearances: 
ought to be preſeryed ; for this purpoſe, you 
introduce another falacious argument and 
fert that «© © the intereſt of a part, ought 
mu to 
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c to give way to the whole, and that 


© Great Britain is that whole, and her co- 


* Jonies, did they conſiſt of a hundred mil- 


lions, are, when figured out, as oppoſed 
* to her but that part. What abſurdity! 
Can any man inform me by what pecu- 
liar privilege the partial intereſt, of ſeven 
millions of people, inhabiting this favoured 
ule, is to controul the intereſt of one hun- 
dred millions in America? The ſuppoſition 
is repugnant to reaſon and juſtice, But let 
me examine your argument: I acknow- 
ledge, that in a body corporate, the general 


good ought to be predominate, as far as con- 


| fiſtent with the juſtice due to individuals; 
but the colonies are not incorporated with 
Great Britain in a legiſlative capacity, nor 
can ſhe juſtly make laws for their internal 


government“. As parts of a commercial 


empire 


* have in ſeveral parts of this and the preceding 
letter, conſidered the colonies as diſtin ſtates: This 
1 was naturally led to do by a variety of facts and 


circumſtances. In 1621, when the commons propoſed 
66 An AQ for the free liberty of "RG and fiſhing 
voyages 
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empire ſhe may continue to .regulate. their 
j commerce for the general good, but, even in 
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3 1 8 to be WT". and performed on the ſea-coaſts 
1 ce and places of Newfoundland, Virginia, and New. 
| England, and other countries and parts of America; 
| the ſecretary of ſtate made the following declaration 
1 8 to the houſe from his majeſty, America is not an- 
nexed to the realm, nor within the juriſdiction of 
ce parliament, you have therefore 1 no right to interfere,” 
and fer this "reaſon the bill, which aimed only at 
| granting his majeſty's ſubjects in England, the privi- 
2 | ledges of fiſhing in America, was denied the royal al- 
9 ſent; and I know of no ſubſequent act of union, b 
l | which the colonies have been annexed to this king- 
dom. To this I muſt add, that the privileges of ſove_ 
reign legiſlation, of raiſing armies, making war on all 
 ſach/as are not his majeſty's friends and allies ; par- 
doning or puniſhing crimes with death, coining money, 
and other acts of ſovereignty, granted by their char- 
ters, (many of which ſtill retain their validity) prove 
| that they have at no time been conſidered as parts of 
lt: this kingdom. When it was likewiſe determined, that 
| final appeals from the colonies, ſhould lie not with 
the houſe of lords, but the king in council, it was 
certainly believed that they were not within the realm, 


and that the peers of England were not peers is 
America. Theſe, with the determination of the lords 


of 
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fects refulting from the execution of a law 


univerſally odious ? nothing can be more diſ- 
agreeable, or more alarming to the colonies 
than parliamentary taxation, nor can any 
thing more effectually promote their dif- 
n m_m Tug n 


1 is a a ene necelbry maxim that in 1 
government of an empire, the general in- 
ereaſe, wealth and power of the whole, 


the aggrandiſement of one part at the ex- 
pence of the other; nor can the connection 


between Great n and the colonies be 


perpetuated except by rendering it recipro- 


cally and equally advantageous; thus cir- 
cumſtanced it will neceſſarily be permanent, 


nor ſhall we ever have any juſt cauſe to 
fear that they will aſpire to independencys 


let their increaſe be ever ſo rapid, becauſe 


in that ſtate they could obtain no greater 
freedom than that which they muſt now 
be allowed, if they are ſuffered to enjoy the 


privileges of Engliſhmen, . But whenever 


the component parts of an empire are diſ- 


| finguiſhed from each other by an unreaſona- 


able 


ſhould determine every meaſure, and not 


FORO hem a curſe to this nation; injuries 
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bis and anjolt partiality in the laws by which 
they are governed, diviſion and atual . 
peration muſt neckſſurily enſues; and; in this 
caſe the more Damen 
grdater its imbecillity; and I will venture 


to lay it down as an infalliblie maxim that 


any kingdom that adopts a ſyſtem of pro- 
vincial govermriert, fach as that which you 


Have pnopoſed, and which renders one part 


of abe con community the taſſals uf the, ether, 
will thereby acocticrateits own ruin: reflect 
en the example of Athens, which owed ts 
tectenfion to that decree by which the pro- 


vinces were denied the privilegesofAtheniang, 


and from that time aſpired to independance . 
and this will always be the caſe: while 
— e e 
an N 


1 a is now 1 = 
&rengthened by an increaſing progeny of 
the molt Vigorous and flonriſhing colonies 
that any nation on earth can boa, and it 
depends on her owa œconomy and manage 
ment, either to continue them a bleſſing, or 


from 
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from thoſe to whom we are nearly related, 
from whom we are intituled to expect 


and moſt laſting impreſſions on the mind; 


and if we through pride or intereſt, obſti- 


nately adhere to the uſurpations on the 


rights of the colonies what but laſting diſ- 


cord and ad can enſue, 


I will imitate your 5 Fans adopt 
the metaphor of a laborious family to con- 
vey an uſeful admonition on this ſubject : 


Imagine then, the colonies to be the grow- 


ing vigorous ſons of a father, arrived at leaft 


to the meridian if not to the decline of life, 


and who has been hitherto [ſupported and 


enriched by their ſucceſsful induſtry ; ; ' ſhould- 


this parent now adopt a rigorous and op- 


preſive conduct towards his children, would 
he not thereby neceffarily drive them from 


home, and compel them to renounce all 


connection with their unnatural parent, and 
ſet out in life in purſuit of their own pri- 


vate intereſt ? In ſhort if in our conduct to, 
wards the colonies we mean to act agreeable 
either to the diQtates of Juſtice or of ſound 


. pet cy 


bro and affection, make the deepeſt 


— 
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policy, we ſhall ſuffer them to enjoy all the L 
privileges and franchiſes of Britons: to do 


this we muſt neceſſarily allow them to res 


tain their original conſtitution, and tenounce 


all pretenſions to the diſpoſal of their propers 


ty, or otherwiſe grant them an' adequate re- 


preſentation in the Britiſh' parliment ; this 


is the only alternative, and the only expe- 


dient which can juſtify parliamentary taxa- 
tion: But the great diſtance which ſepe- 
rates the colonies from us, will neceſſarily 
produce almoſt inſu perable obſtacles to the 


latter meaſure, and render an American re. 


preſentation not only inconvenient to this 
kingdom, but particularly grievous to the 


colonies, and for this weighty reafon, I think 
it will be moſt eligible to leave the colonies 


the full enjoyment of thoſe rights and pri- 
vileges which were indiſputably in their 
poſſeſſion before the late ſtamp act, and truſt 
to their acknowledged filial generofty, du- 


ty and affection for ſuch ſupplies as his ma- 
jeſty may require of their aſſemhlies, towards 


defraying an equitable ſhare. of the common 
expence. If there is any perſon fo unrea- 


ſonable as not to think their former e exertions 
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in the common ſervice a ſufficient ſecurity for 
their future good conduct, let us leave the 
defence of the colonies to themſelves. This 


will effectually remove the preſent bone of 


contention, fince all our claims on them are 
founded on the fingle article of protection; 
and by leaving that to themſelves we ſhall ef- 
fectually obviate every cauſe of future diſ- 
ſenſion. That they are able and willing to 
undertake their own defence againſt their 


own particular enemies is certain; and it is 


likewiſe certain, that, with their economy 
in the management of public affairs, they can 
effect it at much leſs expence than it can be 


done by this kingdom at fo great a diſtance: 


What then ſhould hinder the adoption of this 
meaſure? there can be no reaſonable objecti- 
on againſt it, nor will it be oppoſed by any 

man whoſe deſigns are compatiable with the 
mutual proſperity of Great- Britain, and the 


colonies; who have ever approved them 


ſelves the induſtrious and dutiful progeny 
of this their parent country; and though 


they have profited by our intercourſe and 


aſſiſtance, I will venture to aſſert that the 
benefits they have received from us, are by 
no means equal to the advantages which 


ö this 


\ 
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this kingdom has derived from them; nor 
can I, without the utmoſt ſurprize, reflect on 
the Ades of thoſe who wickedly aggra- 
vate the favours conferred on them, and in- 
ceflantly reproach them with our protection, 
affirming - that this kingdom * has reared 
« them to maturity at the boundleſs ex- 
« pence of her beſt blood and treaſure.“ 
Theſe, Sir, are wicked arts to juſtify the 
moſt iniquitous defigns. No ſooner had 
they, by their own fortitude, and at their 
own expence, vanquiſhed their ſavage ene. 
mies, than they exerted their utmoſt power 
in extending his majeſty's dominions to other 
parts of America : Numerous and expen- 
ſive have been their expeditions for this pur- 
poſe, and on many occaſions have we pro- 
fited by their ſervices, but the advantages, 
derived from their commerce have more 
eſpecially contributed to raiſe this kingdom 
to its preſent meridian of wealth and power. 
Compare its preſent elevation with that me- 
diocrity which marked its condition in the 
reign of the former Steuarts, and reflect that 
the happy difference is owing to the colo- 
nies, and then anſwer me whether we ought 


to reward their ſervices with flavery in op- 
2 poſition 
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poſition to the dictates of juſtice, true policy, 
and even of common humanity ? What 
| Briton that has enjoyed the bleſſings of free- 
dom can wiſh to uſurp them from his Ame- 
rican brethren, who have merited Þ much 
from us ?—What meaſures will be finally 

adopted is uncertain, but if, after the legali- 
ty, inexpedience, and inhumanity of taxing 
the colonies has been fo inconteſtibly demon- 

ſtrated, the n—t—n ſhould adhere to your 
machiavellian policy, their conduct will 
hereafter be regiſtered as a prodigy in 
the annals of abſurdity, This I aſſert, 
without intereſt or paſſion, as heaven can 
witneſs, that I have no wiſh repugnant to 
the common welfare of Great Britain, and 
the colonies, and can, with the utmoſt fince- 
rity, repeat 


Dili patrii ſervate domum, ſer vate nepotem. 
"Tt 1 VI RG. 


I am, Sir, 


Your's, &c.. 


